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8 IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
+ CS(0S) 612/2018 & I.A. No. 12433/2026

BAPTIST CHURCH TRUST ASSOCIATION AND ANR.
..... Plaintiffs
Through:  Ms. Deeptakirti Verma, Ms. Neha
Sharma, Advocates (M:9811118333)

Versus
REV.DINESHDAS .. Defendant
Through: Ms. Anjalika Sharma, Advocate
(M:9717441331)
CORAM:
HON'BLE MS. JUSTICE MINI PUSHKARNA
ORDER
% 05.05.2026
LA. 12433/2026
1. The present is a joint application filed on behalf of the parties under

Order XXIII Rule 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (“CPC”), read
with Section 151 of CPC, seeking passing of a consent decree in terms of the
Consent Terms/Settlement Agreement dated 25™ March, 2026 (“Settlement
Agreement”), entered into between the parties.

2. The captioned suit has been filed seeking a declaration that defendant
ceases to be the Pastor, and Chairman of the Baptist Church, located at
Saraswati Marg, Karol Bagh, New Delhi. A further prayer for permanent
injunction has also been sought to restrain the defendant from interfering in
the management, working and control of the Baptist Church.

3. Learned counsels for the parties submit that the matter pertains to the
management and functioning of the Baptist Church, and all parties

concerned belong to the same religious denomination.
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4. They were advised and have agreed to mutually resolve and settle all
their differences, in the larger interests of protecting the Baptist faith.

5. In furtherance of the said intention, the plaintiffs, through their
authorized representatives, and the sole defendant executed a Settlement
Agreement dated 25" March, 2026, which sets out the entire terms of the
compromise agreed between the parties, for resolution of the disputes raised

between them.

6. The relevant terms of the Settlement Agreement dated 25 March,
2026, read as under:

“XXX XXX XXX

I.] Cerfgin dpwies orowe conceming the postoral oppointment, administration, and
gevemance of Baptist ChurchiCaral Bagh, rewlling In liigation presently pending before the
Hon'ble High Court of Delhi fithed as "Bapdist Church Trust Associcfion & Anr, vs. Rev. Dinesh

Des’ C5{05) No. 612/2018.

1.2 The Pariies, guided by Christion principles of recorllation, ity of the Church, ond
arderly governance, hove muluelly ogreed to resoive oll disputes omicably and record the
terrny of sertlemaent herdin

1.3 The Parties ogree that thase Corsent Terms shall be placed before the Hon'ble High Court
of Delki far recording of settlement and dispesal of the pending proceedings.

2.1 Bev. Daos expressly odmowledges ond offirms that Bopilst Church, Karal Bagh |s
odministrabively manoged by BURI [Regd.l

2.2 Rew. Do further ocknowledges thad the land and propary upon which the Church building
and related srectures stond ore owned exclusivaly by BETAL

2.3 Al ecclesiostical, odministrative, ond operalional mafhers relaling io the Church shall be
geveried in oordonce with the constiution, ndes, and authariiy of BUMI (Regd.) omd the
proprietary rights of BCTA,

2.4 Rev. Das further adkrowledges ﬂmrPu ol oppoirtments, tronsfers, disciplingry octions,
and terminaion of posten fall w-'lhh |'I11.r of BUMI (Regyd.), wl;}m fo BLTA property
righas, wlﬁwl prirw.imu i e :Hrpnlp Jlllr:.ll‘;r.

AT |

":l‘--rl KO Page | 1
BAPTIST LIOM OF NORTH DA (REGD) %
13, RAJ NAWAS MARG, DELHIVIDOS
|l"‘
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3.1 In the interest of reconciliation and without admission of liability, BUNI [Regd.] agrees te
revoke the earlier order of tarmination ond defrodking isued ogainst Rev. Dos,

3.2 Upon such revocation, Rev, Das shall be recognized and trected o5 on ordained Pastor for
all ecclesiostical purposes.

3.3 Rev. Das shall remain on probaticn for o period of one (1) yeaor from the date of
reinstatement, during which his ministry and conduct shall be subject to review by BUNI (Regd.).

4.1 Rev. Dos hereby unconditionally acknowledges and submits to the ecclesiostical and
administrative autherity of BUMNI [Regd.), BCTA, ond BMS World Mission in mafters relating to
Church govermance and ministry.

4.2 Rev. Dos undertakes to accept and comply with any tronsfer, appaintment, nomination,
assignment, or responsibility os moy be determined by BUNI (Regd.), BCTA, or BMS in
accordance with their respective autharity and rules.

5.1 Both congregations presently worshipping at Baptist Church, Karel Bagh shall stand
merged inte o single unified congregation.

5.2The Church premises shall host a single, unified worship service wherein both congregetions
shall jeintly porticipate. The service shall be administered colloboratively by the Postor
oppointed by BUM| (Regd.) and Rev, Dgs. Such unified service shall ordinarily be held oi
10:00 oum., or of such fime os may be directed by BUMI [Regd.)-

5.3 For on initial period of six (4] months from the date of execstion of this Setiement
Agreement, regular worship services shall be joinily conducted by Rev. Das and the Pastor
oppointed by BUNI (Regd.).

5.4 During the coid nterim period, both Pastors shall function as Ex-Officie Chairman of the
Church; provided that the Postor oppointed by BUNI (Regd.) shall act o3 the Chairman, ond
Rev, Dos shall ect a3 the Co-Chairmen of the Church.

5.5 Both Pastors shall cooperate in good faith to ensure unity, discipline, ond peaceful worship
during the said interim period.

5.4 Upon completion of the initial six (6) month period and ofter the conduct of the AGM,
BUMI (Regd.] shall have authority to decide on the further pastoral and odministrative
monogement of the Church.

&.1 During the interim ond probotionary period, the existing emoluments, stipends, and
postoral allowances of Rev. Das shall be protecied. The same moy be paid in accordance with
a mutually agreed arrangement between the Church and BUNI [Regd.). Howevar, the Church
shall be ot liberty te gront to ity Fostor(s), ot ony time in the fulure, such additional
emoluments, stipends, or postorol allowances over and obove the sold amounts as it may
deem appropriate.

&.2 Such profection shall centinue during the interim unified worship peried ond thereafter
during the probaotionory period, subject to mnpliunmfﬂlth the terms of this Agreement.

7.1 The existing Deacon Committees of t.( :;q'é;eql::ﬂms shall stond dissglled with

immediote affect. e 1 ‘
st it
BAPTIST UNION OF NORTH INDIA [REGD)

o /1 RANONAS ARG, DELH 1004 .
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7.2 The Caretoker Committee presently sperating in relation to the Church shall likewise stand
dissalved with immediate effact,

7.3 During the interim arrangement, bath Pastors shall be assisted by two (2] volunteers each,
nomincted by BUNI [Regd.) and approved by BCTA.

7.4 Mo person who wos previowsly o member of the dissolved Deacon or Coretaker
Commiftees shall be nominated or oppointed 1o oveid recurrence of disputes, except
employees or officiols of BCTA or BUNMI [Regd.).

7.5 Such volunteers shall essist only in operational matters and shall not exercise independent
odministrative authority.

B.1 The Church premises shell be cpenad and doted only by representatives nominated by
BCTA.

£.2 All existing bkocks sholl be changed farthwith and the exclusive custody and control of keys
shall remoin with BCTAL

8.3 Mo person sholl duplicate ar interfers with kocks or keys without prior written outhorization
from BCTA.

B.4 Rev. Doz sholl peacefully wacote any Church premises not required for his ministry i so
directed by BCTAL

2.1 The twe Pasters sholl jeintly prepore o verified fist of boptized members of the unified
congregation.

9.2 An Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Church shall be convened and conducted within
o period nof exceeding ene hundred and eighty [180) doys from the date of execwiion of this
Agreement.

9.3 The AGM shall be conducted under the aversight of BUNI (Regd.) and BCTA.

10.1 BUNI [Regd.), the Church leadership, and BCTA shall mointain o written governance
framework clorifying autherily over postoral oppeiniments, transfers, remuneration, ond
discipline to aveld futvre jurisdictional disputes.

11.1 In the event that Rew, Dot is not confinued in pastoral ministry following the probation or
interim period, the Portles moy record o mutual ond horourcble separation not treated os
disciplinary remowval

11.2 Such seporotion may nclede payment of post dues, ex-grafio postoral fransition
support, ond issuonte of o serdoe certificate and letter offirming his ministry  withowt
derogatory remarks.

121 Rev. Dos withdraws all daims relating to employment stotus, pasteral ocuthoarity, or
administrative rights,
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12.3 The Porties shall jointly move the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi for disposal of pending
proceedings in berms of these Consent Temms,

13.1 The Porties undertake not to make adverse or disparaging statements about eoch ather
and to preserve unity and peace of the Church community,

13.2 Where oppropriate, the Porfies may issue o joint postoral communicafion encouraging
reconciliation and spiritlual healing,

14,1 Theie Consent Terms constitufe o full and final setlement of all disputes relating to the
subject marter of the pending litigation.

14.2 Upon recarding by the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi, these Consent Terms shall form par
of the order/decree of the Court and shall be enforceable in cocordance with lew.

15.1 In the event of ony futlire disogreement relating to Church governonce of postoral
miniztry, the Parties ogree fo first attempt internal ecclesiosfical mediation or conciliotion by o
panel constituted by BUMI [Regd.) and BCTA before resorting to civil litigation.

15.2 Terms of this settfement sholl remain confidential except where disclosure is legally
required or jsintly ogreed.

15.3 The Parties ocknowbedge that this semlement is guided by Christion principles of
farghveness, reconciliation, restoratien, ond ordesly governonce.

16.1 Any viclation or breach of these Consent Terms by any Party sholl entitle the oggrieved

Porty to immediotely opproodh the Hon'ble High Court of Defhi for contempt proceedings
without the nead fo institute a fresh dvil er criminal oction

XXX XXX Xxx”
7. Learned counsels for the parties jointly confirm the aforesaid terms of
the Settlement Agreement, and submit that the same has been executed by
the parties willfully.
8. The parties are present before this Court physically as well as through
Video Conferencing (“VC”), and jointly submit that they have entered into
the Settlement Agreement dated 25" March, 2026, out of their own free will
and volition, without any coercion.
9. The aforesaid statement is taken note of.
10.  This Court has perused the Settlement Agreement dated 25" March,
2026, and finds no impediment in decreeing the present suit in terms thereof.

11. At this stage, learned counsel for the plaintiffs submits that Clauses
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8.1 to 8.3 of the aforesaid Settlement Agreement ought to be implemented
immediately by all the parties.

12. Learned counsel for the defendant, on instructions, submits that she
has no objection to the same.

13.  Accordingly, with the consent of the parties, the suit is decreed in
terms of the Settlement Agreement dated 25™ March, 2026, which shall form
part of the decree, and the following directions are issued in this regard:

L The parties are hereby bound by the aforesaid Settlement Agreement,
and they shall abide by the terms and conditions, as set out therein.

II.  None of the parties shall raise any dispute with respect to the issues
which have been settled by way of the Settlement Agreement.

14.  Further, the parties shall immediately implement the various
covenants of the Settlement Agreement dated 25 March, 2026, including,
Clauses 8.1 to 8.3 therein.

15. Let the decree sheet be prepared by the Registry, in accordance with
the aforesaid consent terms between the parties.

16.  Accordingly, the present suit is disposed of in the aforesaid terms.

17.  Pending applications also stand disposed of.

18.  The next date of 09" September, 2026, stands cancelled.

MINI PUSHKARNA, J
MAY 5, 2026/au
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