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8 IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

+ CONT.CAS(C) 438/2026
MALA SAHNI SETH & ANR. ... Petitioners
Through:  Mr. Saurabh Seth, Ms. Sukriti Seth,
Ms. Neelam Preet Kaur, Mr.
Abhiroop Rathore, Mr. Kabir Deva dn
Mr. Sukhvir Singh, Advocates.
versus

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ... Respondent
Through:  Mr. Rajeev Lochan Mahunta and Mr.
Sahil S. Panwar, Advocates.

CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SACHIN DATTA
ORDER
% 18.03.2026
CM APPLs.16928/2026, 16929/2026 (Exemption)
1. Allowed, subject to all just exceptions.

2. Applications stand disposed of.

CONT.CAS(C) 438/2026

3. The present petition alleges wilful disobedience of the directions
contained in the order dated 11.02.2026 passed in CONT.CAS(C) 241/2026
and order dated 05.12.2025 in W.P.(C) 16214/2025 passed by this Court.

4. The controversy concerns the petitioner’s applications for conversion
of their commercial premises from leasehold to freehold. It is submitted that
substantial conversion charges have already been paid by the petitioner.
Subsequently, the respondent sought to raise a GST demand which was
challenged by the petitioner in W.P.(C) 16124/2025.

5. Vide the aforesaid order dated 05.12.2025 in W.P.(C) 16214/2025, the

respondent was directed to process the petitioner’s application for
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conversion subject to the petitioners undertaking that they would honour the
GST demand in the event they do not succeed in the writ petition.
6. The operative directions in the said order dated 05.12.2025 read as

under:

“6. In any event, in the present case, the application of the Petitioner for
conversion from leasehold to freehold need not be held back on this
ground.

7. The undertaking of the Petitioner is recorded to the effect that if the
Petitioner does not succeed in the present case, the demand for GST
would be honoured as per the directions of this Court.

8. Let an affidavit of undertaking be filed to this effect by the Petitioner.
Subject to the said undertaking, it is directed that the DDA shall process
the application for conversion from leasehold to freehold.”

7. The requisite affidavit is stated to have been filed by the petitioners in
terms of the aforesaid directions.

8. Vide order dated 11.02.2026 passed in CONT.CAS(C) 241/2026, the
respondent undertook to take the requisite decision on the petitioner’s
application and communicate the same to the petitioner within a period of 4
weeks from the said date. However, the same has not been done till date;
hence the present petition has been filed by the petitioners.

0. Learned counsel for the respondent/DDA, who appears on advance
notice, during the course of hearing, handed over an affidavit stating that the
directions contained in the order dated 11.02.2026 have been complied with.

The said affidavit reads as under:
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I, Ajay Gupta 5/o0 g"" R ?7""‘{{[% , aged ahoutﬁyears, working as
Director(Finance), DDA, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi, do hereby solemnly

affirm and declare as under:

1. That the present affidavit is being filed in compliance with the direction
passed by this Hon'ble Court in the captioned contempt petition dated
11.02.2026gua the decision of the Respondent-DDA with respect to the
request of the Petitioner for conversion of the Shops/ Commercial units
bearing No. 601, 602 and 603, situated on Sixth Floor of DLF South Court
Mall, Saket District Centre, Mew Delhi, from leasehold to freehold as per
the conversion scheme/ policy of the Respondent-DDA.

2. The Petitioners have challenged the demand of GST levied on the
conversion charges by the Respondent-DDA vide their SOP dated
28.03.2025.

3. That the Petitioners as directed by this Hon'ble Court have filed their
respective undertaking on 10.12.2025 as directed by this Hon'ble Court
vide order dated 05.12.2025with respect to specific directions given
under Para no. 7 & B of the said order i.e., if the Petitioner does not
succeed in the connected writ petition, the demand for GST would be
honoured as per direction of this Hon'ble Court. Further, under Para B it
was directed to file an affidavit of undertaking to that effect.

4. That the Respondent-DDa placed the said affidavit of undertaking before

the concermed & competent division/ department, thereafter looking at
the importance of the matter & its larger ramifications held thoughtful
deliberations & discussions with various internal departments/ divisions/
sections and invited valuable comments, conseqguently it was the position
of the department(s) that the concerned Accounts Wing has taken
approval from the competent authority in the subject matter, howeverdue
to the administrative directions/reasons the IDLI System {Interactive
Disposal of Land Information System) for conversion is not working
presently for all the applicants {pending case or new cases). Therefore, it
is respectfully submitted that the request for conwersion by the
Petitioners is already under process as per the directions of this Hon'ble

Court,

5. That it is further crucial to submit that as per the Office Order bearing
No. F.1 (Misc.) Coord. 2026/33 dated 19.01.2026pertaining to the
adoption of the circle rates notified by the GNCTD for warious proceduras
and purposes of DDAread with the MoHUA's Letter dated 02.01.2026gua
the approval of competent authority to the adoption of circle rates
notified by GNCTD dated 22.09.2014, therefore it is decided by the
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Respondent-DDA to put on hold any receipt of fresh application for
frechold conversion with effect from 02.01.2026 till further grders on
account of administrative exigencies.

Copy of the Office Order bearing No. F.1 (Misc.) Coord. 2026/33 dated
19.01.2026 is annexed herewith as ANNEXURE A.

i f
6. That It Is further affirmed that as soon as the hold on the applications for

i .
conversion is rolled back or resumed,the application of the petitione
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10. From the aforesaid, it 1is evident that the requisite
internal/departmental approval for processing the petitioner’s application
without payment of GST has been approved. However, it has been
mentioned that the IDLI System (Interactive Disposal of Land Information
System) is not working for all the applicants (pending cases or new cases).

11.  The affidavit is also enclosed with an Office Order dated 19.01.2026.

The same reads as under:

DELHI DEVELOPMENT ALTHORITY
LAND DESIOSAL DEPARTMENT
C{HFRIIMNA TION BIRRANCH
A, Mewe Delhi- | 1TONES,

Wai. . Wiiae. MConed £2024/2) Patod: 19.01.2026
OFRMCE DREDER

Sehijse: Adoption of Circle Roles notified by the GMNCTD fe wariou procedures sed
purposes of the Dethi Development Autharity — megarding
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This is a digitally signed order.

sinisiry of Housing and Uban & Madrs (Defha division) Davernmant of Imba vide
leiter mamber F. Mo, K = 200170172026 - DI {¥) (E- §209568) deced 02.01.2026, has
canveved the appraval of the compzient autharsy io te adopticn of Circke Rates nalificd By
e GNCTD wide notification number F.I (3530 Repn. Er..ni-...cu-_n JHOUED 48594 dm-ir
33.8% 3018, notfied under the Indian Stemp Act, 1399 and Deihi Samp [ Prewention of
Undervabalion of [stirsments) Rules, 7008 for various procesdsres sd purpeses af the Dethi
[Develapmem Authority:

L Wide the geid leiser daled 02.01.2025, the following direslions have alse besn
conveyed by MaoHLA:

i The afarcsaid Circle Rale shall be adopied |:|3'_ the Delhi E?E‘-Elupmjl:_-i
Autherity for purposss such as determination of premisme, uclan FEerve price, fawe for
cuunvn;jgn eharges, land e change charpes, cakulalion of ground renl, lizense [ and other
fand-relaled charges, whensver appliczable

{ii] Al subseguent notifications issued by the GROTD: in eomtlnuation of the
afesementinned notlflcation daced 22.00.3014. shall mpply auicmatically.

{iii)  The sed anders shall come in 1o force with effest from 02.01.202&

[iv} Censtquential instructions enlerng this opders may be issued by the Delhi
Dieselopmesd Aulhorily under inlirnanion oo B Minsary.

3 I wiew of the abave, it is here By dirscied thal the aforesaid directions s -:m-'-u_'.-_elt
hj.- Miniserys Seizer dated 02.01.2026 shall b agopled ed come imo force in DO& with
edfiect itom 0201, 2034,

d [Reeaipt of fresh appdicatlons for freshold conversion hes Bees pa on Bkl by DDA
w o 0 120012026 1@ feriher arders, on scoomst ol ndminisirative exigencis.

& [dicnmination of prephm of leases o the basis of Pre-deienmindd Raes (PN} dhall
poatiniee where ever applssuble.

fi. The samiing mechanismy foe disposel ol wetiletionel, il-'ﬂlrl-nrﬂ_';!iL imdugtrial N'H-:
cesidentinl Fand®luls, walr iy ouesien s iy oliocu, o fle baia al gkl bt
and Beense, shall conlins,

7. DDA enrtier arder no. F.A(MIse]Coanl2N1630S datod 09.81.2026 fasued In
this regard, stasds hereby sapersedel

Thiz izsues with the npperal ol te Vies Clirmmes, DDA . M

‘L.lr"’h F..,;E.
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12. A perusal of the aforesaid Office Order dated 19.01.2026 indicates
that only the receipt of fresh applications for free hold conversion have been
put on hold by DDA w.e.f 02.01.2026, however, there is no impediment in
consideration of the pre-existing applications.

13.  As such, the Office Order dated 19.01.2026 does not pose any
impediment to the consideration of the petitioner’s application for taking the
requisite decision thereof. Also, the fact that the IDLI system is not working
cannot possibly be an impediment; it is for the respondent to ensure that
IDLI System is activated for processing the case of the petitioner and other
similarly situated applicants.

14. In the circumstances, the respondent is directed to act in accordance
with law, and in terms of the orders dated 05.12.2025 and 11.02.2026, and
accordingly complete the aforesaid exercise for taking requisite decision on
the petitioner’s application for conversion from lease hold to free hold.

15.  The present petition stands disposed of in the above terms.

16. Let an affidavit of compliance be filed within a period of 12 weeks

from today.

SACHIN DATTA, J
MARCH 18, 2026/at
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