8 IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

+ CONT.CAS(C) 20/2026
RATHINA SABAPATHI, PRESIDENT, PARTY FOR THE RIGHT
OF OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES ... Petitioner
Through:  Mr. Raghav R., Adv. (through v/c)
Versus
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA REPRESENTED BY THE
MS SHUBHRA SAXENA, DIRECTOR ... Respondent
Through: Mr. Sanjay Vashishtha, SC, Mr.
Siddharth Goswami, Ms. Geetanjali
Reddy and Mr. Aditya Sachdeva,

Adyvs.
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SACHIN DATTA
ORDER
%0 29.01.2026

CM APPL..5394/2026 (for revival of contempt petition)
1. This is an application seeking revival of CONT.CAS(C) 20/2026,
which was disposed of vide order dated 13.01.2026. The said reads as under:

“l. Learned counsel for the respondent/ Election Commission of India (ECI)
submits that vide communication dated 09.01.2026 the petitioner has been
apprised of certain discrepancies in respect of 5 members of the proposed
political party, as mentioned in the verification report fumished by the O/o the
Chief Electoral Officer, Tamil Nadu vide their letter dated 25.11.2025 and
07.01.2026. The communication dated 09.01.2026 reads as under:-

F.No. S6/812025/PP8-1 p &~ Dated: 9™ January, 2026 [}

Te,

Shri Rathina Sabapath|

Clo "Party For The OF Other rd Classeos™
Addross: 62, Ground Moor, OV Resldency, Bast Fooe,
Uppilipalayam, Colmbatore- 641015, Twmil Nedw

Sabject: -App for reg of “Party For The Mights OF Other Backward Clusses™
as & political party woder Section 20A of the Nepresentation of the Pecple Act. F951-
Regardiog.

direcied 1o Invite your stemtion on the mibject cited and to wate That some
the Olo the Chief

Sir,

T s
discrepancies have been mentiocoed in the verificstion report famiaked by
Blectoral Officer, Tamil Nada vide their leoers damed 251120025 snd 07.01. 2020,
five members of the party mamely, Shei S. Vijayan, Shei K Masihamdan, Shei K. C
Shirt €. Arikarn snd Shei T. Kassnnsj (copy of velevant extinct enclomed)

2 You are, therefors, required 1o fsrnish & clerifiention along with .up(r;«mu’é::uu;:"--.
“;"k‘h could justify the dise reparied by e OVo Chicl Electoral Officer. Tam A

of this letter
Athin 30 days from the date of lssue - >
3 - of your party will be considerad waly after the reomipt of the

. Im respoct of

Tharmalingam,

3. The matier of registrution
above menticoned perticulars.
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2. During the course of hearing, it is agreed as follows:-
i. The petitioner would respond to the aforesaid communication
dated 09.01.2026 within a period of three days from today. It is
submitted by the petitioner that the so-called discrepancies have no
bearing inasmuch as the petitioner has submitted 114 affidavits in
support of its application as opposed to the requirement of
submission of only 100 affidavits. It is, therefore, submitted that
even assuming, there are discrepancies in the affidavit of 5 members
of the proposed party, the same would have no bearing on the
outcome of the petitioner’s application. This aspect can be duly
brought out in the communication to be addressed by the petitioner
to the ECIL.
ii. Upon receipt of the aforesaid response of the petitioner,
immediate steps shall be taken by the ECI to process the petitioner’s
application and to facilitate publication in newspapers inviting
objections, in terms of the relevant provisions. After expiry of the
stipulated period of 30 days following such publication, immediate
steps shall be taken by the ECI to further process the petitioner’s
application for registration of the proposed political party.
iii. The ECI is directed to act with expedition and dispatch at every
stage of the aforesaid process.

3. The petition Is disposed of in the above terms.

4. It is clarified that in the event of any infraction of the aforesaid timeline

it shall be open to the petitioner to revive the present petition or file

afresh.”

2. During the course of hearing, it is pointed out by learned counsel for
Election Commission of India (ECI) that a letter dated 28.01.2026 has been
issued whereby the ECI has permitted requisite publication of public notice
in the newspaper for the purpose of registration of the petitioner’s political
party.

3. It is assured and undertaken that expeditious steps shall be taken by
ECI to ensure that the procedure is taken to its logical outcome as
expeditiously as possible.

4. It is further agreed that if any further representation / suggestion is

made by the petitioner, the same shall be duly considered by the ECI to
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expedite the process to the extent possible. Likewise, if any concerns are
raised by the ECI, the petitioner shall take prompt steps to address the same
and satisfy the ECI in this regard.

5. No further orders are required to be passed.

6. The application stands disposed of.

SACHIN DATTA, J
JANUARY 29, 2026/cl
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