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***

KULDEEP TIWARI, J. (ORAL) 

1. Through  the  instant  writ  petition,  the  petitioner  seeks  a

direction to the competent respondent to grant him an arms licence.

2. Learned counsel for the petitioner submits that the indolent and

lackadaisical approach of the licensing authority in deciding the petitioner’s

application  for  grant  of  an  arms  licence,  submitted  on  16.04.2025,  has

constrained the petitioner to invoke the writ jurisdiction of this Court. It is

submitted that, despite the lapse of more than one year, no final decision has

yet been taken on the said application. It is, therefore, prayed that a direction

be issued to the licensing authority to  decide the petitioner’s  application

within a stipulated period. 

3. Learned State counsel, who is in receipt of an advance copy of

the  writ  petition  and represents  the  respondents,  submits  that  he  has  no

objection if  a  direction is  issued to the licensing authority to  decide the

petitioner’s application for grant of an arms licence within a time-bound
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period. 

4. In view of the above, this Court deems it appropriate to dispose

of the instant writ  petition with a direction to the competent respondent/

licensing authority to decide the petitioner’s application for grant of an arms

licence, in accordance with law, within a period of six weeks from the date

of receipt of a certified copy of this order, after affording the petitioner an

adequate opportunity of hearing. In the event the application is rejected, the

licensing authority shall pass a reasoned and speaking order, recording in

writing the grounds for such refusal, as mandated under Section 14 of the

Arms Act, 1959. 

5. Disposed of accordingly.

6. However, liberty is reserved to the petitioner to seek revival of

the instant writ petition in the event the licensing authority fails to comply

with the directions issued hereinabove.
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