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IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA AT
CHANDIGARH

246 CWP- 21766-2017 (O&M)
Date of decision: 01.04.2026

Ram Singh
....Petitioner

Vs.

Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab and others

....Respondents

CORAM : HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE HARSH BUNGER

Present: Mr. Beant Singh Seemar, Advocate
for the petitioner.

Mr. Harpreet Singh, AAG, Punjab.

Respondent No.4 ex parte vod 10.12.2025.
Skskske skk

HARSH BUNGER J. (Oral)

Petition herein is, inter alia, seeking a writ in the nature of
Certiorari, for setting aside the order dated 02.08.2017 (Annexure P-7)
passed by learned Financial Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab.
2. Briefly, the learned Commissioner, Faridkot Division, Faridkot
vide its memo dated 29.05.2012, approved creation of a new post of S.C.
Lambardar in village Gagowal, District Mansa; accordingly, proceedings
were initiated for filling up the said vacancy, wherein petitioner (Ram

Singh) and respondent No.4 (Sukchain Singh) were also the candidates.
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2.1 It appears that the learned Collector, Mansa vide order dated
20.05.2013 (Annexure P-5) appointed petitioner-Ram Singh as Lambardar
(SC) of village Gagowal.

3. Feeling aggrieved against the learned Collector’s order,
respondent No.4 (Sukhchain Singh) preferred an appeal before the learned
Commissioner, Faridkot Division, Faridkot, which was dismissed vide order
dated 29.07.2015 (Annexure P-6).

4. Still dissatisfied, respondent No.4 (Sukhchain Singh) preferred
a revision petition (ROR No.14 of 2016) before the learned Financial
Commissioner (Revenue), Punjab, which came to be partly allowed vide
order dated 02.08.2017 (Annexure P-7), whereby, the order passed by the
learned Commissioner was set aside and the matter was remanded to the
learned Collector for deciding the matter afresh after considering the relative
merits and demerits of the petitioner and respondent No.4.

5. In the aforementioned circumstances, the present writ petition
has been filed before this Court for seeking relief(s) as noticed hereinabove.
6. Heard.

7. A perusal of the order sheets of this case reveals that while
issuing notice of motion in this matter, the operation of the order passed by
learned Financial Commissioner had been stayed. It is further borne out
from the order sheets that, respondent No.4 was proceeded against ex parte
vide order dated 10.12.2025; therefore the petitioner is only person left in

the fray.
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8. Here, it would be apposite to refer to the relative merits of the

petitioner, which is summed up as under:-

Name Ram Singh
Age about 60 years (as on date)
Educational 3" Standard
qualification
9. A perusal of the order passed by learned Financial

Commissioner would show that the learned counsel appearing for the
petitioner had taken the following stand on behalf of the petitioner (as he
was a respondent before the learned Financial Commissioner):

“...So far as allegations of the petitioner that respondent is a
Driver and illiterate, counsel has denied the same and has
stated that these are without any evidence on record; and the
respondent remains in the village, doing labour job and he has

also studied up to 3rd standard...”

9.1 A perusal of the above-extracted stand on behalf of the
petitioner before the learned Financial Commissioner would show that the
petitioner has denied that he is a driver and illiterate by stating that, the

petitioner is doing labour job and studied up to 3rd sandard.

10. In my considered view, even if the aforesaid stand on behalf of
the petitioner is considered, it leaves no manner of doubt that the petitioner
is doing labour job for his livelihood and it may not be possible for him to

take out time for discharging the duties of the Lambardar.

10.1 That apart, the petitioner claims to have studied up to 3"

standard, which in my considered view, is virtually illiterate. Although, in
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Punjab Land Revenue Rules, no minimum qualification is prescribed;
however considering the nature of duties to be performed by the Lambardar,
it would be desirable to appoint a candidate, who is literate with basic
understanding of languages (Punjabi, Hindi and English), so that he can
understand the nature and contents of the documents, which may be
presented before him, during the course of discharging the duties of

Lambardar.

10.2 That apart, presently the petitioner is about 60 years of age and
it is well-established by now, that age is a relevant consideration in the

matter of appointment of Lambardar.

11. Considering the totality of circumstances, I am of the
considered view that an illiterate person should not be appointed as
Lambardar; accordingly petitioner is not a suitable candidate for the post of

Lambardar (SC).

12. Keeping in view the peculiar facts and circumstances of the
case, the present writ petition is disposed of by modifying the order dated
02.08.2017 (Annexure P-7) passed by learned Financial Commissioner
(Revenue), Punjab to the effect that let the learned Collector initiate fresh
proceedings for appointment of Lambardar (SC) by issuing a fresh
proclamation in the village, so that a suitable candidate can be appointed as a

Lambardar (SC) of village Gagowal.
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12.1 Let the aforesaid exercise be concluded by learned Collector
within a period of three months from the date of receipt of certified copy of

this order.

13. The present writ petition is accordingly disposed of in the

aforestated terms.

14. All pending application(s), if any, shall also stand closed.
(HARSH BUNGER)
01.04.2026 JUDGE
ankit
Whether speaking/reasoned: Yes/No
Whether reportable: Yes/No



