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IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB & HARYANA

AT CHANDIGARH
107
CRM-M-30529-2026 (O&M)
Date of decision: 26.05.2026
Veerpal Singh ...Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
State of Punjab ...Respondent(s)

CORAM : HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE VINOD S. BHARDWAJ
Present :- Mr. Rajesh Bhatheja, Advocate for the petitioner(s).

Mr. Mohit Kapoor, Sr. DAG Punjab.
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VINOD S. BHARDWAJ, J. (Oral)

1. This first petition has been filed for grant of anticipatory bail to
the petitioner in case bearing FIR No0.80 dated 09.05.2026 registered under
Section 61 of the Punjab Excise Act, 1914 at Police Station Sadar Moga,
District Moga.

2. The present FIR was registered on the statement/complaint of
ASI Lakhvir Singh alleging therein that when he, alongwith his colleagues,
was on a patrolling duty on private vehicle in search of suspected persons, at
about 6.20 p.m., a secret information was received that the petitioner was in
the habit of selling liquor after purchasing the same from other States and
that he had stored liquor in a room constructed in an open plot (Bara)
outside the village. In the event of a raid being conducted, the petitioner
could be apprehended with the liquor brought by him from other States.
Finding the information to be trustworthy and reliable, the investigation was
initiated and a raid was conducted at the room so constructed and 17 boxes
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of country made liquor ‘Wazir’ meant for sale in Chandigarh were
recovered.
3. Learned counsel appearing on behalf of the petitioner contends
that there is no immediate connection of the petitioner with the aforesaid
room and that the recovery in question should not be linked with the
petitioner in the present case.
4. Learned State counsel contends that the investigation is going
on and the link evidence shall also be established. He contends that the
petitioner has huge criminal antecedents, and that 9 other cases are pending
against him under the Excise Act as well as the Gambling Act. The details
of the same are as under:-

“l.  FIR No.42/2025,U/s 61/1/14 of Excise Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No. 81/2019, U/s 61/1/14 of Excise Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No. 01/2007, U/s 61/1/14 of Excise Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No. 65/2022, U/s 61/1/14 of Excise Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No.01/2011, U/s 13-A of Gambling Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No. 3/2005, U/s 13-A of Gambling Act, PS Sadar Moga.
FIR No.112/2007, U/s 13-A of Gambling Act, PS Sadar
Moga.
FIR No.27/2006, U/s 410 IPC and U/s 13-A of Gambling
Act, PS Sadar Moga.

9. FIR No. 123/2005, U/s 13-A of the Gambling Act, PS Sadar,
Moga.”
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So

5. Having heard the learned counsel for the parties and taking into
consideration the history of involvement of the petitioner in similar offences,

I am not inclined to extend the concession of anticipatory bail to the

petitioner.
6. The present petition is dismissed.
(VINOD S. BHARDWAJ)
26.05.2026 JUDGE
Mangal Singh
Whether speaking/reasoned : Yes/No
Whether reportable : Yes/No
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