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(�� � The petitioners were dismissed from service without 

conducting inquiry as contemplated by Rule 16.24 of PPR read with 

Article 311 of the Constitution of India. As per Clause (b) of second 
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proviso to Article 311 (2) of the Constitution of India, inquiry may be 

dispensed with (i) where person is dismissed or removed or reduced in 

rank on the ground of conduct which has led to his conviction on a 

criminal charge; or (ii) where the competent authority finds that it is not 

reasonably practicable to hold such inquiry; or (iii) where President or the 

Governor is satisfied that in the interest of the security of the State it is 

not expedient to hold such inquiry. For the ready reference, Article 311(2) 

of the Constitution of India is reproduced herein below:- 
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7.   A Constitutional Bench in Union of India v. Tulsiram Patel, 

(1985) 3 SCC 398, has observed that while invoking the rigor of Clause 
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(b) of second-proviso to Article 311(2), if disciplinary authority failed to 

record any reason as to why it is not practicable to hold inquiry, such an 

order is void and unconstitutional. The relevant extracts of the judgment 

read as: 
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