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13.  The  reason  why  ordinarily  a  writ  petition  should  not  be

entertained against  a  mere show�cause notice  or charge�sheet  is

that at that stage the writ petition may be held to be premature. A

mere charge�sheet or show�cause notice does not give rise to any

cause of action, because it does not amount to an adverse order

which  affects  the  rights  of  any  party  unless  the  same  has  been

issued  by  a  person  having  no  jurisdiction  to  do  so.  It  is  quite

possible that after considering the reply to the show�cause notice or

after  holding  an  enquiry  the  authority  concerned  may  drop  the

proceedings and/or hold that the charges are not established. It is

well  settled  that  a  writ  lies  when  some  right  of  any  party  is

infringed.  A  mere  show�cause  notice  or  charge�sheet  does  not

infringe the right of any one. It is only when a final order imposing

some punishment or otherwise adversely affecting a party is passed,

that the said party can be said to have any grievance.

!����
��
� 
���0��������
����
�������������������������
  �������������

��������������
�� �������������
�
� �����������
�
���������0��������������
�!����

��
����������� ������ ���
��
�������
���
���8���
���������
��
��
������������
� �

''-�������������
���
������4��
�


ANURADHA
2026.05.22 07:09
I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this document



����������	��
 �&�

)6
 !�� ���
��
�� ���
������ � ��
��� ��0 � ��� ����
�
���� ������
�� � �� ����:

���� 0�������
���������� �
��������
����������
����������
��
� 
���0����
��


;������� ������������
�������������� ��
 ���������� ���� � ���������������� � 
�

������
��� � ���� ����
�� ��� � ��� � ���� �
��� ������ �+-
+3
'+)*� �'3
+3
'+)*����

.+
+*
'+)*������� ����0����������
���������������
�
������ �����
���������� 0

���������
�������
�B�������������������� 
���������0����������������������

���� 
���������  ������
� ��
��������
��
� ������������ �����
����������������
��

��������
�����
��������
�������
�!������
�
�������� ���������  ���������
�0���

����
���
������������������
�
�����
������
�5�
�0��������
����
������������

�
��� ��


'+
 !����������
���������
��� ��"�������
��
��
���
���5��  0�����
����

���
�
 �!�� ����
�
���� � ���
���� 0 � ����
��� � �� ���� �0�� ��� �;	!�	���
��

!�� �����
��������������������
����������
�
��� �����������	�������������

���
��0��0 � ��� �����������:������0� 
��� �
 �!����0�: ����� �������� ������

����������������������<����� �	����������;	!����
������
���������8:���
�
�

����
���������������
��0�����������������	�������������5�
����������������

�0������� �0����������������0
�!������
��0���������������������������������

���� ��� 0 � 
���������� ��� � ��� � ����������:������0 � �� � ��� � �� � �
��
� 
���0

������ ������
�������������� �0����
�����������


')
 4� � 
� ��5��  0 ��
��
�
���� � ���� � ��� ��  ����
�������
��� � ��� ����
�
����

�� ��� � �� � �
����
� � 
����� ��
�
�� ���� ��
�������� ��  ���� 0 �����
���� ���
 �

�
������
������
�
� ����
�� ���������� ��
�� � ��� �����
�� ��� � ��� ����
��0
 �����

�
������ �5����
��� ��� � ���� ���������
 0 � ��5�
�� � �8��
���
�� � 
� ������������ 

�������
��������������
�������
������ ����0���������
��
�4�������������0���
�

�������������������� ����� ���������������  
������
��
� 
���0�
�5�
�0�������

ANURADHA
2026.05.22 07:09
I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this document



����������	��
 �'�

��������������������
�0���� ���8��
������������� �������
��
 �!����������

������
� ����
��
������������
���������(� �%))*��+�	�#!,� ������ ������

���5���0�����������������������������������������
���
 0�����8��
�����0����

��
������������������������������:�����
�!����� �������8������������������
������

���������

6.  In  the  case  of  charges  framed  in  a  disciplinary  inquiry  the

Tribunal or Court can interfere only if on the charges framed (read

with imputation or particulars of the charges, if any) no misconduct

or other irregularity alleged can be said to have been made out or

the  charges  framed  are  contrary  to  any  law.  At  this  stage,  the

Tribunal has no jurisdiction to go into the correctness or truth of

the  charges.  The  Tribunal  cannot  take  over  the  functions  of  the

disciplinary authority. The truth or otherwise of the charges is a

matter for the disciplinary authority to go into. Indeed, even after

the conclusion of the disciplinary proceedings, if the matter comes

to Court or Tribunal, they have no jurisdiction to look into the truth

of the charges or into the correctness of the findings recorded by

the disciplinary authority or the appellate authority as the case may

be. The function of the Court/Tribunal is one of judicial review, the

parameters  of  which  are  repeatedly  laid  down by  this  Court.  It

would be sufficient to quote the decision in -�.��/����� �01����
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���� ������������
����

�� � 45� � /

� � +��� � 6 � �
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,%!&� The Bench comprising M.N. Venkatachaliah, J. (as he then

was) and A.M. Ahmadi, J., affirmed the principle thus :

"Judicial  review,  it  is  trite,  is  not  directed  against  the

decision  but  is  confined  to  the  decision  making  process.

Judicial  review  cannot  extend  to  the  examination  of  the

correctness or reasonableness of  a decision as a matter of

fact.  The  purpose  of  judicial  review  is  to  ensure  that  the

individual receives fair treatment and not to ensure that the
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authority after according fair treatment reaches, on a matter

which it is authorised by law to decide, a conclusion which is

correct  in  the eyes of  the Court.  Judicial review is  not an

appeal from a decision but a review of the manner in which

the decision is made. It will be erroneous to think that the

Court  sits  in  judgment  not  only  on  the  correctness  of  the

decision making process but also on the correctness of the

decision itself."

7. Now, if a Court cannot interfere with the truth or correctness of

the charges even in a proceeding against the final order, it is un�

understandable how can that be done by the Tribunal at the stage of

framing of charges?
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