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29.09.2005, SI Varinder Kumar of CIF Staff, Nawanshahr along with other 
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police officials was on patrolling duty in a government vehicle. When they 

were going from Chandigarh Road, Nawanshahr towards Guru Angad 

Nagar, they saw a person carrying a bag on his head. On seeing the police, 

he became nervous and tried to turn back. On suspicion, he was apprehended 

and disclosed his name as Subhash Chand. An independent witness was 

joined. SI Varinder Kumar informed the accused about his right to get the 

search conducted before a Gazetted Officer or a Magistrate, but the accused 

reposed confidence in the police officer. His consent memo was prepared. 

On checking the bag, poppy husk was recovered. Two samples of 250 grams 

each were taken and the remaining poppy husk weighed 14 kg 500 grams. 

The samples and remaining poppy husk were sealed and taken into police 

possession. The accused could not produce any licence or permit to keep the 

poppy husk. A ruqa was sent to the police station and FIR was accordingly 

registered.�

3.  Upon completion of the investigation, the challan against the 

appellant was presented before the competent Court. Copies of the same 

were supplied to the appellant.  
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.��� On the issue of reduction of sentence to the period already 

undergone, the judgment in S.K. Sakkar @ Mannan vs. State of West 

Bengal, (2021) 4 SCC 483, is being referred to wherein the accused was 

convicted under Section 20 of the Act and Hon’ble  Apex Court reduced the 

sentence of five years to 2 years, 4 months and 16 days, by considering that 

the occurrence took place in 1997 and he was not a habitual offender, rather 

a first-time convict.  
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