W.A(MD)No.279 of 2026

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED : 06.04.2026
CORAM:
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE N.SATHISH KUMAR
THE HONOURABLE MR?;I(}STICE M.JOTHIRAMAN
W.A(MD)No.279 of 2026

and
C.M.P(MD)No.2889 of 2026

1.State of Tamil Nadu,

Represented by its Home Secretary to the Government,
Fort St. George,

Chennai,

Tamil Nadu.

2. The Chairman,

Tamil Nadu Uniformed Services Recruitment Board,
Old Commissioner of Police Office Campus,
Pantheon Road,

Egmore,

Chennai - 600 008.

3.The Member Secretary,
Tamil Nadu Uniformed Services Recruitment Board,
Old Commissioner of Police Office
Campus Pantheon Road,
Egmore,
Chennai - 600 008. ... Appellants/Respondents
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D.Esakkimuthu ... Respondent/Writ Petitioner

PRAYER:- Writ Appeal filed under Clause 15 of Letters Patent Act, to set
aside the order made in W.P(MD)No.1475 of 2026 dated 30.01.2026 on the
file of this Court.

For Appellants  : Mr.Veera Kathiravan
Additional Advocate General
Assisted by
Mr.S.P.Maharajan
Special Government Pleader

For Respondent : Mr.I. Velpradeep

JUDGMENT
[Judgment of the Court was made by N.SATHISH KUMAR, J.]

Challenging the order of the learned Single Judge in W.P.(MD)
No.1475 of 2026, dated 30.01.2026, whereby the writ petition was allowed
and the appellants were directed to consider the candidature of the writ
petitioner under the BC category and permit him to participate in the further
selection process, the respondents/State Government, as appellants, have

preferred the present writ appeal.
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2.The respondent/writ petitioner applied for the posts of Jail
Warden and Grade II Police Constable before the Tamil Nadu Uniformed
Services Recruitment Board, pursuant to the notification dated 21.08.2025.
He belongs to the Backward Community (BC). He submitted his application
online. While doing so, in the column relating to community, “OC” was
inadvertently entered instead of “BC.” Though the petitioner pointed out the
mistake and attempted to rectify it by submitting another application on the
same day, the original entry of “OC” remained unchanged. Consequently, the
respondent/writ petitioner was treated under the “OC” category instead of
the “BC” category. He secured 59 marks in the written examination, whereas
the cut-off mark for the BC category is 55. Hence, the writ petition came to

be filed.

3.The learned Single Judge found that, while submitting the
online application, the writ petitioner had inadvertently mentioned his

community as “OC” instead of “BC,” and that the same had been
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subsequently corrected. Relying on the judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court of India in Vashist Narayan Kumar Vs. State of Bihar reported in
(2024) 11 SCC 785, and holding that candidatures cannot be rejected for
trivial omissions or errors, the learned Single Judge allowed the writ

petition.

4.We have heard the learned counsel appearing on either side

and perused the materials available on record.

5.We are inclined to take a sympathetic view of the matter,
inasmuch as the incorrect entry of community in the online application was
inadvertent and the writ petitioner had taken immediate steps to rectify the
same. When the community status of the writ petitioner is not in dispute, a
mere erroneous entry in the online application cannot deprive him of his
rightful consideration under the appropriate category. The writ petitioner has
secured 59 marks, which is well above the cut-off mark prescribed for the

BC category.
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6.In such view of the matter, we do not find any merit in the writ
appeal. Accordingly, this Writ Appeal is dismissed. No costs. Consequently,

connected Miscellaneous Petition is closed.

IN.S.K.,J.] [IM.J.R.,J.]
06.04.2026
NCC : Yes / No
Index :Yes/No

pS

To

1.The Home Secretary to the Government,
Represented by the State of Tamil Nadu,
Fort St. George,

Chennai,

Tamil Nadu.

2.The Chairman,
Tamil Nadu Uniformed Services Recruitment Board,
Old Commissioner of Police Office Campus,

Pantheon Road, Egmore,
Chennai - 600 008.

3.The Member Secretary,
Tamil Nadu Uniformed Services Recruitment Board,
Old Commissioner of Police Office
Campus Pantheon Road,
Egmore,
Chennai - 600 008.
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N.SATHISH KUMAR,J.
and
M.JOTHIRAMAN.,J.

ps

W.A(MD)No.279 of 2026

06.04.2026
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