
W.P.(MD) No.3608 of 2026

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENGH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED: 10.02.2026

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE KRISHNAN RAMASAMY

W.P.(MD)No.3608 of 2026
Ravishankar,

Chairman,

Indian Red Cross Society,

Poothalur Branch,

18/1, Sannathi Street,

Thirukattupalli,

Thanjavur. ...  Petitioner

Vs

The District Collector,
Indian Red Cross Society,
Thanjavur District Branch,
District Collector Office,
Thanjavur District. ... Respondent

Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India 

praying  to  issue  a  Writ  of  Mandamus,  directing  the  respondent  to 

consider the petitioner's representation dated 19.11.2025.

For Petitioner :  Mr.P.Edin Brough

For Respondent : Mrs.K.Malathi,
Additional Government Pleader
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     O R D E R

The present writ petition has been filed seeking a direction to the 

respondent to consider the petitioner's representation dated 19.11.2025.

2.  It  is  the  case  of  the  petitioner  that  he  is  the  duly  elected 

Chairman  of  the  Indian  Red  Cross  Society.  He  was  last  elected  on 

13.05.2023 by the members in accordance with the provisions of the Red 

Cross Societies Act and the Rules in force. As per the Act and the Rules, 

the tenure of the Chairman is three years. Accordingly, his tenure is valid 

from 2023 to 2026 and is still subsisting. However, before the expiry of 

his tenure, certain members convened a meeting on 15.11.2025 and, with 

the support of a few others, conducted an election in an illegal manner 

and  elected  a  new  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman.  Prior  to  this,  a 

communication  dated  20.09.2025  had  been  circulated  by  the  District 

Branch  directing  all  branches  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  to  conduct 

elections on or  before 31.10.2025. The petitioner  objected to  the said 

circular  on  the  ground  that  his  tenure  had  not  yet  expired  and  that 

conducting an election before the completion of his tenure is illegal and 

contrary to the Act and the Rules in force.  In this regard, the petitioner 

submitted a representation dated 19.11.2025 to the respondent seeking 
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appropriate action against the officials of the Poodhaloor Branch of the 

Red Cross Society. However, no action has been taken by the respondent 

till date. Hence, the present writ petition.

3.  The  learned  Additional  Government  Pleader  appearing  for 

respondent would submit  that  the petitioner’s representation would be 

considered in accordance with law.

4. This Court, without expressing any opinion on the merits of the 

matter, directs the respondent to consider and dispose of the petitioner's 

representation dated 19.11.2025, on merits and in accordance with law, 

within a period of eight (8) weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of 

this order.

5. Accordingly, the writ petition stands disposed of. No costs.  

        10.02.2026

Index    : Yes/No
Internet:  Yes/No
Neutral Citation: Yes/No
TSG
To
The District Collector,
Indian Red Cross Society,
Thanjavur District Branch,
District Collector Office,
Thanjavur District.
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KRISHNAN RAMASAMY, J.
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