WP Nos.47486 of 2025 ctc batch e g

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 30-01-2026
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE ABDUL QUDDHOSE

WP Nos.47486, 47949, 47952, 42519 & 47627 of 2025
and W.P.No.2801 of 2026

W.P.No0.47486 of 2025

M/s. A B Grain Spirits Private Limited,
Represented By Its Authorized Person
Mr. P. Murugaiyan, S/o Shri Padaleeswaran

Having Its Corporate Office At

Unit No. GF / 01 Ground Floor, Tower - D (North)
Spectrum One, Sector 58, Golf Course

Extension Road, Gurugram, Haryana 122 011.

Petitioner
Vs

1.Union Of India,

Represented By The Chief Secretary

To The Government,

Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

2.The Commissioner (Excise),
Office of Commissioner Of Excise,
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

3.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise)
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

Respondent(s)
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W.P.No0.47949 of 2025

M/s.Kals Breweries Private Limited
Represented by its Authorised Signatory
Mr. S Nadessan,

Having registered office at
No.23/5 Thanikalachalam Road,
T Nagar, Chennai 600 017. Petitioner

Vs
1.The Excise Commissioner,
Office of Commissioner of Excise,

Government of Puducherry,
Puducherry 605 008.

2.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise),

Office of Commissioner of Excise,

Government of Puducherry,

Puducherry 605 008. Respondents

W.P.No0.47952 of 2025

M/s.Kals Distilleries Private Limited,
Represented by its Authorised Signatory
Mr. S Nadessan,

Having registered office at
No.23/5 Thanikalachalam Road,
T Nagar, Chennai 600 017. Petitioner

Vs

1.The Excise Commissioner,
Office of Commissioner of Excise,
Government of Puducherry,

Puducherry 605 008.

2.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise),

Office of Commissioner of Excise,

Government of Puducherry,

Puducherry 605 008. Respondents
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W.P.No0.47627 of 2025

M/s. Blue Ocean Beverages Pvt. Ltd.,

Rep. By Its Director,

Rs.No. 54/2 And 4, Villianur Main Road,

Korkadu Bahour Taluk, Puducherry 605 110. Petitioner

VS.

1.Union Of India

Represented By The Chief Secretary

To The Government,

Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

2.The Commissioner (Excise),
Office of Commissioner Of Excise,
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

3.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise),
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.
Respondents

W.P.No0.42519 of 2025

Shashhi Distilleries Private Limited,

Rep By Authorized Signatory

Mr. K. Veeramani

R.S No 38/1A and 38/2 Pandasozha Nallur
Revenue Village, Bahour Taluk,

Puducherry 605 106. Petitioner

VS.

1.Union Of India,

Represented By The Chief Secretary

To The Government,

Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

2.The Commissioner (Excise),
Office of Commissioner Of Excise,
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.

3.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise),
Government Of Puducherry, Puducherry.
Respondents
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W.P.N0.2801 of 2026

SNJ Distillers Pvt. Ltd
Rep by its Authorised Signatory,
Mr. S. Paranjothi,

Having Office at No 72,
Greams Road, Thousand Lights,
Chennai 600 006.
Petitioner

Vs

1. The Commissioner of Excise,
Government of Puducherry,

Industrial Estate Road, Thattanchavadi,
Puducherry 605 008.

2.The Deputy Commissioner of Excise,
Government of Puducherry,

Industrial Estate Road, Thattanchavadi,
Puducherry 605 008.

Respondent(s)

PRAYER in WP No. 47486 of 2025:-Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of

the Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus, to
direct the respondent in granting license to commence the business of blending
and bottling by the petitioner in at R.s. No 192/1 pt. 2, 3 and 4, Vadhanur
Revenue Village P.S Palayam, Mannadipet Commune Panchayat, Puducherry
605 107, by considering their representation dated 10.09.2025.

PRAYER in WP No. 47949 of 2025:- Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of

the Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus,
directing the Respondents herein to pass appropriate final orders on the

Petitioners representation dated 19.09.2025 pertaining to the issuance of Excise
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Licence pursuant to the Petitioners Application dated 29.04.2022 and

consequently permit the Petitioner to commence operations.

PRAYER in WP No. 47952 of 2025:-Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of

the Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus,
directing the Respondents herein to pass appropriate final orders on the
Petitioner’s representation dated 19.09.2025 pertaining to the issuance of Excise
Licence pursuant to the Petitioners Application dated 02.05.2022 and

consequently permit the Petitioner to commence operations.

PRAYER in WP No. 47627 of 2025:-Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of

the Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus,
directing the respondents to consider the petitioners application dated
13.06.2022 and representations dated 30.01.2024 and 08.09.2025 for grant of
excise license and to direct the respondents to grant an excise license in favour

of the petitioner under Rule 24 and 25 of the Puducherry Excise Rules 1970.

PRAYER in WP No. 42519 of 2025:-Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of

the Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus,
directing the respondents to pass appropriate orders on our representation dated
05.09.2025 in connection with the issuance of excise license in prescribed
format in consonance with the in principle approval granted through
memorandum dated 24.06.2022 bearing No. 200523 / DCE / IMFL / 2022-23
within the time frame that may be fixed by this Court.

PRAYER in WP No. 2801 of 2026:-Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the

Constitution of India, praying for an issuance of Writ of Mandamus, directing

the respondents to forthwith grant the licence to the petitioner Company under
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Rule 25 of the Puducherry Excise Rule 1970 on the basis of the representation

submitted by the petitioner company on 09.01.2026 and in terms of the in -

principle approval granted in favour of the petitioner, company on 01.06.2022

and extended on 1.07.2023 and 21.05.2024.

WP No. 47486 of 2025

For Petitioner(s):

For Respondent(s):

WP No. 47949 of 2025

For Petitioner(s):

For Respondent(s):

WP No. 47952 of 2025

For Petitioner(s):

For Respondent(s):

WP No. 47627 of 2025

For Petitioner(s):

For Respondent(s):
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Mr.M.L.Ramesh

Mr.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)

Mr.P.H.Arvindh Pandian
Senior Counsel
Assisted by Mr.Amrith Bhargav

Mr.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)

Mr.P.H.Arvindh Pandian

Senior Counsel

Assisted by Mr.Vikram Veerasamy
for Mr.Kaveen C.

Mr.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)

Mr.P.S.Raman
Senior Counsel
Assisted by
Mr.Gautam S.Raman

Mr.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)
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WP No. 42519 of 2025

For Petitioner(s): Mr.Muthuchharan Sundresh

For Respondent(s): MR.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)

WP No.2801 of 2026

For Petitioner(s): Mr.AR Karthik Lakshmanan

For Respondent(s): Mr.S.Raveekumar,
Govt. Pleader(Puducherry)

COMMON ORDER

These writ petitions have been filed by the respective petitioners seeking
for grant of Excise License in favour of the respective petitioners under Rule 24
and 25 of the Puducherry Excise Rules, 1970, within the time frame to be fixed

by this Court.

2.The respective petitioners had submitted the supporting documents
before the respondents seeking for grant of Excise License in their favour for
their beverages/bar/blending and bottling units located in Puducherry. Since the
license was not granted to the respective petitioners as prayed for by them

through their respective applications, they have filed these writ petitions.
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3.The case of the respective petitioners in these writ petitions is that
although in principle approval was granted by the Deputy Commissioner of
Excise, Puducherry, for the grant of Excise License in favour of the respective
petitioners, the final approval is yet to be granted. The petitioners claim that
they have already invested huge sum of money on the project and they are

suffering a major loss due to the inordinate delay in granting the Excise License.

4.The respective petitioners also claim that they have already obtained the
requisite statutory approvals / clearances from all the statutory Authorities but

despite the same, till date, they have not been granted the Excise License.

5.A counter has been filed by the 3™ respondent on behalf of all the
respondents. In their counter, they have also disclosed the details of the
procedure to be followed by any applicant seeking for Excise License for setting
up beverages/bar/blending and bottling units in Puducherry. They have also
stated that until a policy decision is taken by the Government to sanction grant
of license to the respective petitioners, the respondents cannot directly grant /

1ssue the Excise License.
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6.According to the respondents, the particulars furnished by the
respective petitioners along with their respective applications seeking for grant
of Excise License are being scrutinised at present and the files are yet to be
placed before the Government. They have also stated that the Deputy
Commissioner, is yet to complete the verification of all specifications required
under law and place the same before the Commissioner, who will either by
himself or through some Authorized Officer inspect all the premises and verify
the correctness of the records and thereafter forward the applications of the
petitioners to the Lieutenant Governor along with the report of the
Commissioner. The respondents states that the aforesaid process is likely to

consume some time.

7.After giving due consideration to the contents of the counter affidavit
filed by the respondents, this Court is of the considered view that, no prejudice
will be caused to the respondents, if the petitioners’ respective applications
seeking for grant of Excise License is considered on merits and in accordance
with law, by the competent Authority who is empowered to issue the Excise

License, within a time frame to be fixed by this Court.

8.Accordingly, considering the fact that the respective petitioners claim to

have submitted all the requisite statutory clearances / approvals with the
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respondents in the year 2024 itself, necessarily, the competent Authority will
have to pass final orders on the respective petitioners’ applications seeking for
grant of Excise License expeditiously. Thus, this Court deems it fit to direct the
competent Authority to pass final orders, within a period of ten (10) weeks from

the date of receipt of a copy of this order.

9.For the foregoing reasons, these writ petitions are disposed of by
directing the competent Authority for the State of Puducherry to pass final
orders on the respective applications filed by the respective petitioners seeking
for grant of Excise License for their respective beverages/bar/blending and
bottling units within a period of ten (10) weeks from the date of receipt of a

copy of this order.

10.With the aforesaid directions, these writ petitions are disposed of. No

COSts.

30-01-2026
rst

Index:Yes/No
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Internet: Yes

Neutral Citation:Yes/No
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To

1.Union Of India,

Represented By The Chief Secretary
To The Government

Government Of Puducherry,
Puducherry.

2.The Commissioner (Excise)
Office of Commissioner Of Excise,
Government Of Puducherry,
Puducherry.

3.The Deputy Commissioner (Excise)
Government Of Puducherry,
Puducherry.
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ABDUL QUDDHOSE J.
rst

WP Nos.47486, 47949, 47952,
42519 & 47627 of 2025
and W.P.No0.2801 of 2026

30-01-2026
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