Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 13.02.2026
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR JUSTICE SUNDER MOHAN

Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

C. Alagappan

S/o. Chockalingam

F2 Omm Builders,

No.133, Gandhi Road,

Velacherry, Chennai. ..Petitioner

Vs.

1. The State rep. by
The Assistant Commissioner of
Police,
Central Crime Branch,
EDF-I Wing, Vepery,
Chennai — 7.

2. Gautami Tadimalla,

D/o. Seshagiri Rao,

No. 10F, Voora Villa,

Bakthi Vednatha Swami Avenue,

Opp to ISKCON Temple,

Akkarai, Chennai — 600 119. ..Respondents
Prayer: Criminal Revision Petition filed under Section 438 r/w 442 of

BNSS to set aside the impugned order dated 23.06.2025 passed in Crl.M.P.

No. 632 of 2025 imn CNR. No. TNCHOF-001503-2025 in C.C.B. Cr. No.
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

232/2023 C.C. No. 996/2025 on the file of Metropolitan Magistrate for
Exclusive Trial of CCB Cases (Relating to Cheating cases in Chennai) and
CBCID Metro Cases, Egmore, Chennai — 08 and direct the Trial Court to
return the articles of the petitioner.
For Petitioner :: Mr.V. Raghavachari
Senior Counsel for
Mr.S. Veeraraghavan
For Respondents - Mr.R. Vinothraja,
Govt. Addvocate
(Crl.Side) for R1
Mr.S.R.Rajagopal, Sr.c for
Mr.S.Namasivayam for R2
ORDER
The revision challenges the dismissal of the petitioner’s

application seeking return of 195 documents, which were seized during the

course of investigation in Crime No. 232 of 2023.

2. The 2™ respondent herein had filed a complaint against
the petitioner alleging misuse of the power of attorney executed in his favour
and gaining wrongfully. During the course of investigation, 292 documents

were seized and the petitioner sought return of 195 documents.
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

3. The learned Magistrate dismissed the same on the

ground that those documents are required for the purpose of trial.

4 (a). Mr.V. Raghavachari, learned Senior Counsel appearing
for the petitioner would submit that the respondent Police have no
jurisdiction to seize those documents in exercise of their power under
Section 102 Cr.P.C./106 BNSS as the documents cannot be said to be stolen
properties or said to create a suspicion of commission of any offence; that
even assuming that the proceeds of the crime have to be protected in the
interest of the de facto complainant, only Section 107 of BNSS ought to

have been invoked.

(b) Learned Senior Counsel also pointed out the nature of the
documents seized and would submit that some of the documents pertain to
the period prior to the registration of the power of attorney in favour of the
petitioner by the 2™ respondent. He would also submit that there is a suit
filed by the 2™ respondent pending against the petitioner’s wife as they had

jointly purchased certain properties challenging the partition deed entered
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

into between her and the petitioner’s wife in respect of properties purchased

jointly by them.

5. Learned counsel for the 2™ respondent would submit
that the petitioner’s wife had filed an affidavit before the Principal Sessions
Judge, Chennai, undertaking to (i) release the frozen amount of
Rs.49,00,000/- and Rs.1,00,000/- in favour of the 2™ respondent; (ii) to
execute a settlement deed to and in favour of the 2" respondent of all the
piece and parcel of vacant land to an extent of 9094 sq.ft (which includes
50% of 10 feet x 400 feet and 50% of 14.6 x 74) pathway obtained through
Partition Deed dated 05.05.2023 registered as Document No. 5864 of 2023
by a Sale deed dated 14.10.2020 registered as Document No. 5159 of 2020
at the Sub Registrar Office, Neelangarai and (ii1) to execute a release deed to
and in favour of the 2™ respondent releasing 50% of her share in agricultural
land of an extent of 3 acres 99 cents along with pump set and outhouse at
Iygunam Village, Keelpenatur Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District purchased
through Document No. 403 of 2019 dated 08.03.2019 at the Mangalam Sub

Registrar Office.
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

6. Learned Government Advocate (Crl.Side), on
instructions, would submit that investigation has been completed and final

report has also been filed.

7. Admittedly, the documents are not stolen properties and
they are not properties which create a suspicion of commission of any
offence. Therefore, the respondent Police ought not to have seized all those
documents in exercise of the power under Section 102 Cr.P.C./106 BNSS.
If the respondent Police were of the view that the proceeds of the crime have
to be protected, then they ought to have resorted to Section 107 BNSS.
Hence, this Court is of the view that the petitioner is entitled to return of the
documents. However, considering the fact that the petitioner’s wife herself
had filed an affidavit before the learned Principal Sessions Judge, Chennai
undertaking to execute certain documents, this Court is of the view that the
documents relating to the property mentioned in the undertaking given by

the petitioner’s wife shall be retained in the custody of the Court.
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8. Both the counsels identified those documents which are listed as
item Nos.1 to 17, in the affidavit filed by the petitioner on September 2025.

The said documents which are listed below shall be retained in the custody

Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

of the Court until further orders:

SL.No.

Type of documents

1

Original Sale Deed in Doc.No.5159 of 2020 at SRO
Neelangarai dated 28.09.2020 between
Anupkuruvilla and Gautami&Nachal - Total 23
Sheet

Original Sale Deed in Doc.No.2770f 1991 with Map
between Annamma Philip and AnupKuruvilla -
Total 16 sheets

Original Sale Deed in Doc No.277 of 1991 between
Annamma Philip and AnupKuruvilla - Total 26
sheets

MoU between Gautami and Nachal dated
21.10.2020 with Sketch (unregistered) - Total - 17

pages.

Original Partition Deed in Doc.No.5864 of 2023
between Nacahi and Gautami dated 05.05.2023 -
Total 1 sheets

Original POA in Doc.No.411 of 2020-21 between
Anupkurvilla and UttamCherrian- 5 sheets

Xerox copy of DD in Nos.287717, 952589, 952587,
952588,287719, 287718, Original DCB Bank
Challans dated 19.09.2020 2 (each Rs.4,96,250/-)
and DCB Cheque A/c.No.18211500002363 (Xerox).
(Total 5 sheet)

Reconfirmation letter dt.06.02.2021 of
GautamiTadimalla - 2 sheets

Original Letter of T.Gautami 17.09.2020

Acknowledgment for the receipt of Original
Documents and its receipts dt.13.05.2023

11

Letter of AnupKuruvilla to Gautami and Nachaldt
28.09.2020 — 7sheets

12

Original Sale Deed in Doc.No. 403/2019 between
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

Gautami, Nachal and K.Suresh dt.08.03.2019 with
CD - total 32 sheets

13 Original Sale Deed in Doc.No.1064/2016 between
Suresh and Chinnathami dt.18.07.2016- Total 17
sheets

14 Original Sale Deed in Doc.No.518 of 2007 between

Logambal and Alagappan&Nachaldt. 08.02.2007 -
Total 9 Sheets

15 Construction Agreement dt.0.09.2006 unregistered -
Total 24 sheets
16 Original Sale Deed in Doc.No0.2862 of 2016

between Josephina and

AL. Alagappan25.11.201 Total 18 sheets

17 Joint Purchase Agreement between Gautami and
AL.Nachal dated29.09.2020 - 1 sheet.

9. Today, when the case was posted for clarification, the learned
senior counsel for the second respondent submitted that the documents listed
as Item Nos.70 to 81 in the affidavit filed by the petitioner dated 04.09.2025
[which is scanned and attached to this order for easy reference] are blank
papers and that could contain the signature of the second respondent. This
Court is of the view that those documents can be returned to the petitioner.
However, if the blank papers contain the signature of the second respondent,
it shall be retained by the Court. The documents listed in Item Nos.65 and 97

in the same list shall be returned to the second respondent. In addition, the
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Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

passport of the petitioner’s wife seized along with the other documents

bearing No.L 7371448 shall be returned to the petitioner.

10. The other apprehension expressed by the learned senior
counsel for the second respondent is that the document listed in S.No.21 is
an unfilled life certificate and could be misused. The learned counsel for the
petitioner would submit that the said certificate cannot be used in any

manner.

11. In view of the above, it 1s ordered as follows:

(1) The petitioner shall comply with the undertaking given in the
above referred affidavit dated 04.09.2025 (the scanned copy of which as
stated above is attached to this order).

(1) The remaining property documents listed in the affidavit
attached apart from what is mentioned in the above order shall be returned to
the petitioner on his executing a bond for a sum of Rs.20,00,000/- (Rupees
Twenty Lakhs only) with two sureties each for a likesum to the satisfaction

of the Trial Court.
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(i11) The petitioner shall replace the documents returned to him
with a photo copy. The said copy shall be retained in Court. The petitioner
shall not deal with any of the properties pertaining to which the title deeds

which are now been directed to be returned to the petitioner until further

orders.
12. With the above observation, the criminal revision petition is
disposed of.
13.02.2026
nv/rap

Encl.: Scanned copy of the Affidavit dated 04.09.2025.
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SUNDER MOHAN.J.

nv/rap

To

1. The Metropolitan Magistrate,
for Exclusive trial of CCB cases
(Relating to Cheating Cases in Chennai)
and CBCID Metro Cases,
Egmore, Chennai.

2. The Assistant Commissioner of
Police,
Central Crime Branch,
EDF-I Wing, Vepery,

Chennai — 7.
3. The Public Prosecutor, High Court,
Madras.
Crl.R.C. No. 1217 0of 2025
13.02.2026
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I be seised articles are ge foll e

L. Owiginal Sale Treed in Dae N 5130 ol 2020 a4t SRO Mechinsara daeed
28092020 bt wepn Amupkuruvills and Citami & Mechal — Tl 23
Shee

2. Omgimal Sale Thesd in Thoe Wy 37700 IR9T with Mip berwiesn Annaming
Philip and Arizlunevilla — Total |6 shosks

3. Onginal Sale Deed tn Dog Mo, 277 of ISEE] hetween Anndimma Putip and
AoupRamvila - Toral 26 alieses,

2 Mol betwesn Gaulami ang Nachul dared 211 02020 with Ekesch
{uncegisierad) - 'otal 7 mapes,

5. Oniginal Panation Peed in Moo No 3868 of 2023 botween Nacahian
Catarmi duted 03,05 2023 -7 uta! | sheors

0, Chriginal POA 10 DocNod| [ of 2020-21 bebwisen Aniiprkeurs il and
UtamClerrian- § sheets

T Meron copy of DD I Mgz 2877 17, 452380, D32547. 94 LIEN JHTT1S
ZEITIN. Onpingl DU Runk Chitlans Juted 14909 2000 2 {each
Rs.4,96. 2305 and T3CH Cheque A Ne, 15211 S00002 383 (Xerox)
L Tuiul 3 aleet)

8 Reconfizmarion lerter of 0607 203 of Catumi Tidimiadln — 2 sheets

2. Origioal Tetter nf T Gatam |7 18,2004

I Acknowleds rment for (he Peceipt ol Crigi ) Dociraents sad fis e-Tind [T
A5 052023,

W Letter of Anapluruville s Cuaam and NAzabl de 2809 2020 7 shess

LZOviginal Sale Deed in Doe No 4000201 4 berweren Ganlomi, Machal snd
K Suresh dt DR03. 2009 with CD - jo1a| 32 shecy

2.0rpnal Sale Teed 1n Dhise. Now 164202 6 hetween Siunesly anil
Chinnithami ¢t 18072006 1otal |7 Ehwels

I4.Driging| Sale Thed in Poo Ne 518 of 207 between Loganshul and
Alagupman s NAchal de 08,02 2007 - | ora] 0 @heet

IS Construction Asreenent di VR0 vnvenstera - Tistal 23 shssiy

16.0niginal Sale Deed m Doc Nn, 3863 al 2018 hetwzen Jsephin and
AL Alagappan 251 12016 Tomwl 13 shaers
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sockalingam and Machal -1

47 Origimal * i Promisseey bose® iy 141M2IR0 Betaesn
T Anenensimy and CoAlagnppan (34ABD G548 1

TR



15\22

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis

Crl.R.C. No. 1217 of 2025

A8 Drigina! vental sprecenent ¢ 0 PR Beiwieen K M Basheer g
L ARMzappan (394 NG 45970, |

A9 Cipdginn] peitil ABTEETT et AL Peivwzen K M Husheos und
L Alagappan (84AB2AT1 98-

S Ciginu] reetal nereenent Ui 047 ferween O A guppan ond
LA oA 263900 - |

Fltriginal rertal agreesiicol O D200 B TArApEIn anid
Aldguppan -1{804 K802 |

F2.0rigingl rengal aErecTienl df 208 250 Thops een Mag hisk aid Adngappan
ALARSS3196)-

23.0vigingl rental AErecmear di 820 Butenn KoL Bashir arul
LAz CIRACT2IRET -

HCopy af Becrm G o letier misen by Giaatumnd i Alagappan |
[IRABY 1204
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68 Original
(9,20 rupees Bond Stamp Paper- ($9ABT12396)-1 signed by Nelliyan and
Hond Paper-1 Original
70 Original 20 Rupees Blunk Stmp Paper and Bond Paper signid by
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84, Original Aadhur Card No 669151165247 in the name of Nachal -1
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106, Certitiente ol Hepisturtion lis Vehiole Mo NOTOF2 23441
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125, Ceetilied Cope of Doc NO.2457 W85 -1

134, Cartifeed Copy ol Dac N0 196 1- |

Sy Certified Copy nf Dae Ma i 141 -]
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Fur the reasens stated i the above mentioned grounds = (5 hombly
praved (hat this Fonble Court miay be plesed o Ser Aside the T jrugzned
Order-dated 230002025 10 CrbMP No 63250005 (n ONR Mo TNCENT

L B [ B i in CLCBCr N 2522027 U Mneon 20z
LA Mo 99R2025 an the file of Metropoliten Mapistste fur Exclusive
Trial of CCB CasesiHelarmg 1o Cheating vasus in Clhennad), and CHCLD
Metro Cases, Lemore, Chennai = 081 i direr the Trial-Ciiart (o Bt

the Arhicles of the Pettioner and thus remfer justice,

-

Solemnly atfirmed at Chenmai Before Me,

On this 4 ™ Duy of Sapeniban , 2025 r-‘:",-’ﬂ-im-“i"“ I e
. : g Eavamnn. £

And signed bis name in my prisence, Advacate, Madras,

PO iz, il taseciapalara,
[ = TR T T
.'t":| |



