
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 04-03-2026

CORAM

THE HON'BLE MR JUSTICE M.DHANDAPANI

WP No. 24650 of 2022

and

WMP Nos. 28121 and 23610 of 2022

Sri Jayendra Sathguru Samajam

Rep. by its President/Trustee, N.R.R.Janarthanam, 

S/o.N.RamalingaReddiar, 

No.23, Kamarajar High Road, 

New Perungalathur-600 063.

..Petitioner(s)

Vs

1. The Joint Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 

Department, Kancheepuram Division, 

O/o. Joint Commissioner, 

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 

Department, Kancheepuram District.

2. The Assistant Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 

Department, 

Chengalpattu Division, 

O/o. Assistant Commissioner, 

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 

Department, 

Chengalpattu District.

3. A/m.SelvaVinayagarKamatchiamman Temple

New Perungalathur, 

Tambaram Taluk, Chengalpattu District, 

Also the Executive Officer,

A/m. SelvaVinayagarKothandaramar Temple, 

West Tambaram, Chennai-600 045.

..Respondent(s)

https://www.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



Prayer: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, calling for 

entire records pertaining to the order dated 26.7.2022 made in Se. Mu. Na. Ka. No. 2264 

/  2022  /  A3  passed  by  the  2nd respondent  and  notice  dated  29.08.2022  of  the 

3rd  Respondent and quash the same. 

For Petitioner(s): Mr.V.Srikanth

   For Respondent(s):        Mr.N.R.R.Arun Natarajan,

      Special Govt. Pleader for R1 and R2

      Mr.Wilson Topaz

      for M/s.A.S.Kailasam & Associates

      for R3

          O R D E R 

Challenge  in  the  writ  petition  is  to  the  order  of  the  3rd respondent  dated 

26.07.2022,  in  and  by  which,  the  2nd respondent  has  called  upon  the  petitioner  to 

handover  the  charge  of  the  subject  temple  and  consequential  notice  of  the  3rd 

respondent dated 29.08.2022. 

2. The case of the petitioner is that his father Mr.N.Ramalinga Reddiar was the 

President of the Samajam and during the tenure of his father, the petitioner Samajam has 

approached the Joint Commissioner, HR &CE Department, Chennai and by virtue of the 

order dated 21.04.1999 of the Joint Commissioner, HR&CE Department, Chennai made 

in  O.A.No.9/1997,  the  office  of  the  Trusteeship  in  the  temple has  been declared as 

hereditary  one.  While  such being the position,  the  petitioner  received the impugned 

notice dated 29.08.2022, whereby, it transpired that the 2nd respondent has called upon 
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the petitioner to handover the charge of the temple.  Challenging the same, the present 

writ petition has been filed. 

3. The learned counsel for the petitioner would submit that as against the order of 

the  1st respondent,  the  petitioner  has  preferred  an  appeal  before  the  Commissioner, 

HR&CE Department and therefore, he would submit that it  would be suffice, if  this 

Court  directs  the  Commissioner  to  dispose of  the  appeal  preferred by the petitioner 

within a reasonable time.

4.  However,  learned counsel  for  the  respondent  would  submit  that  during the 

pendency of the appeal, this Court may direct the petitioner not to change the character 

of the temple.

5.  In  the  light  of  the  above  submissions,  though  the  Commissioner,  HR&CE 

Department is not a party to the writ petition, this Court directs the Commissioner to 

dispose of the appeal preferred by the petitioner as expeditiously as possible. It is also 

made clear that the present impugned order is subject to the outcome of the order to be 

passed by the Commissioner, HR&CE Department in the pending appeal and till the 

disposal of the appeal by the Commissioner, HR&CE Department, interim order already 

granted is extended till then and the petitioner shall not alter the character of the Temple. 
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6.  This  Writ  Petition  stands  disposed  of.  No  costs.  Consequently,  connected 

miscellaneous petitions are closed.

04.03.2026

ssb

To

1. The Joint Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, Kancheepuram Division, 

O/o. Joint Commissioner, 

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, Kancheepuram District.

2. The Assistant Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, 

Chengalpattu Division, 

O/o. Assistant Commissioner, 

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department, 

Chengalpattu District.
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M.DHANDAPANI, J.

ssb

W.P.No. 24650 of 2022

and

WMP Nos. 28121 and 23610 of 2022

04.03.2026
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