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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 24-06-2026

CORAM

THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE K.KUMARESH BABU

Arb.O.P(COM.DIV.)No.307 of 2026
Srico Projects Private Limited,
Having Office at 
Plot No.178/A, MLA Colony,
Road No.12, Banjara Hills,
Hyderabad – 500 034.
Rep. By its Managing Director,
Mr.Mechinenu Srinivas Rao ..Petitioner

Vs
NLC Tamil Nadu Power Limited (NTPL),
Having registered office at:
Neyveli House,
135, Periyar EVR High road,
Kilpauk,
Chennai – 600 010.
also having office at
2 x 500 MW Thermal Power Project,
harbour Estate,
Tuticorin – 628 004.  ..Respondent

PRAYER  : Petition  filed  under  Section  11(6)(b)  of  the  Arbitration  and 
Conciliation  Act,  1996  r/w.  Section  2(1)(c)(vi)&10(2)  of  the  Commercial 
Courts  Act,  2015 to appoint  the Presiding /  Third Arbitrator  to  the Arbitral 
Tribunal, to adjudicate the disputes that have arisen between the petitioner and 
the  respondent  in  connection  with  Tender  No.CO  CONTS/0030 
C/NTPL/TTPP/CISF  Quarters/2015,  dated  08.05.2015  and  the  consequential 
Letter  of  Award  bearing  No.CO  CONTS/0030  C/NTPL/TTPP/CIS 
Quarters/2015  dated  05.03.2016  and  the  consequential  Agreement 
No.053565/CO CONTS/0030 C/NTPL/TTPP/CISF Quarters/2015.

For Petitioner         : Ms.Shanthini

For Respondent    : Mr.Nithianandam
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O R D E R

This Arbitration Original Petition has been filed under Section 11(6)(b) 

of the Arbitration and Conciliation Act,  1996 to appoint a  Presiding /  Third 

Arbitrator to the Arbitral Tribunal, to adjudicate upon the disputes between the 

petitioner and the respondent in  connection with Tender No.CO CONTS/0030 

C/NTPL/TTPP/CISF  Quarters/2015,  dated  08.05.2015  and  the  consequential 

Letter  of  Award  bearing  No.CO  CONTS/0030  C/NTPL/TTPP/CIS 

Quarters/2015  dated  05.03.2016  and  the  consequential  Agreement 

No.053565/CO CONTS/0030 C/NTPL/TTPP/CISF Quarters/2015.

2.   Heard Ms.Shanthini, learned counsel for the petitioner. 

3.  From  a  reading  of  the  agreement  dated  08.05.2015 entered  into 

between the petitioner and the respondent, it could be seen that the parties have 

agreed to resolve the disputes by appointing an Arbitrator.

4. The learned counsel for the respondent submits that the respondent’s 

nominee Arbitrator has since passed away. In view of the same, the learned 

counsel for the respondent suggests that a Sole Arbitrator may be appointed by 

this Court to adjudicate the disputes between the parties, to which the learned 

counsel for the petitioner has no serious objection.
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5. In view of the arbitration clause contained in the agreement and 

considering the nature of claim and also the considering the submissions made 

on  either  side,  this  Court  deems  it  appropriate  to  appoint  an  Arbitrator. 

Accordingly,  Mr.Srinath  Sridevan,  Senior Advocate,  (Mobile  No.98410 

49950) residing at Access House, 2nd Floor, No.24 Judge Jambulingam Street, 

Mylapore, Chennai – 600 004 is appointed as Sole Arbitrator to enter upon the 

reference and resolve the disputes between the petitioner and the respondent.

6. The learned Sole Arbitrator is  entitled to fix his fees as per  the 

Schedule-IV of the Act. This Court further requests the learned Sole Arbitrator 

to endeavour to decide the dispute as expeditiously as possible.

7. Accordingly, this Arbitration Original Petition is ordered. No costs.

24-06-2026
Index: Yes/No
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Neutral Citation: Yes/No
vji

To
1. The Madras High Court Arbitration Centre,
    Madras.
2. Mr.Srinath Sridevan,
    Senior Advocate, (Mobile No.98410 49950) 
    Residing at Access House, 
    2nd Floor, No.24 Judge Jambulingam Street, 
    Mylapore, Chennai – 600 004
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K.KUMARESH BABU, J.

vji
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