IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 24-04-2026
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR JUSTICE A.D.JAGADISH CHANDIRA
CRL OP No. 9624 of 2026

Meka Rama Krishna Varma,

S/0.Meka Shree Rama Varma,

201, Defence Officers Colony, 15th Cross,

Ekkattuthangal, Guindy,
Chennai - 600 032.

..Petitioner(s)
Vs

State. Rep. by,
Central Bureau of Investigation,
Bank Securities and Frauds Cell,
'"No.36, Bellary Road, Ganga Nagar,
Bangalore -32.
Crime No.RC 4/E/2016
..Respondent(s)

PRAYER: This petition has been filed under Section 528 of BNSS, seeking to
direct the respondent to withdraw the Look Out Circular issued as against the
petitioner in connection with Crime No.RC4/E/2016, pending on the file of the
respondent and consequently direct the respondent to communicate the order of
lifting of travel restriction imposed in pursuant to above said Look out Circular

to the Immigration Office.

For Petitioner(s): Mr..R.Vivekananthan

For Respondent(s): Mr.K.Srinivasan, Spl.P.P(CBI)
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ORDER

This petition has been filed seeking to direct the respondent to withdraw
the ‘Look Out Circular’ issued as against the petitioner in connection with
Crime No.RC4/E/2016, pending on the file of the respondent and consequently
direct the respondent to communicate the order of lifting of travel restriction

imposed pursuant to the above said ‘Look out Circular’ to the Immigration

Office.

2.The learned counsel for the petitioner would submit that the petitioner
1s an accused in C.C.No.3449 of 2018, RC.No.4E/2016, RC No0.4E/2017 and
RC.No.14E/2018 on the file of the respondent police. He would further submit
that investigation in R.C.No.4E/2017 has been completed and it has culminated
into C.C.No.3449 of 2018 and pending trial on the file of the Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Chennai. In respect of the other two crime numbers,
the investigation is still pending. The petitioner had intended to travel to the
USA to visit his family members, who are residing in New York as well as San
Francisco. The petitioner had intended to travel out of India on 28.04.2026 and
return to India on 19.05.2026. While so, the respondent has issued ‘Look Out
Circular’ against the petitioner and hence, the petitioner is facing difficulty in

travelling abroad and there is every chance of the petitioner being stopped at
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the airport. He would further submit that in similar circumstances, the
petitioner had approached the lower Court as well as this Court on several
occasions and he has been granted permission to travel abroad on certain
conditions and he had complied with those conditions and returned to India
after travelling abroad and hence, the present petition has been filed seeking to

withdraw the ‘Look Out Circular’.

3.Mr.K.Srinivasan, the learned Special Public Prosecutor(CBI) appearing
for the respondent has filed a statement of objection. He would submit that the
petitioner has mentioned wrong Crime numbers. Though the investigation in
RC.No0.4E/2017 has been completed and culminated into CC.No.3349 of 2018
and pending trial on the file of the Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate,
later, an application filed by the prosecution for further investigation is also
pending in CC No.3349 of 2018 and investigation in other cases is pending and
he would submit that there is every possibility of the petitioner absconding and
not being available for trial and that is the reason the “’Look Out Circular’” has
been issued against him and kept live. However, the learned Special Public
Prosecutor would submit that in the event of this Court granting permission to
the petitioner to travel abroad, the respondent has no objection to keep the
‘Look Out Circular’ in abeyance for the period of travel, since the petitioner
was earlier granted permission to travel abroad, however, subject to imposition

of conditions.
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4. Heard the learned counsel on either side and perused the entire

materials on record.

5.The petitioner is an accused in Crime Nos.RC4E/2016, RC4E/2017 and
RC14E/2018 on the file of the respondent police. However, it is seen from the
records that the petitioner has earlier been granted permission to travel abroad
on certain conditions and he has also come back to India. Though this petition
has been filed in respect of Crime No.RC.4E/2016, it is now represented by the
learned Special Public Prosecutor for the respondent that the ‘Look Out

Circular’ has been issued in Crime No.RC.4E/2017 and it is still in force.

6. In view of the above, the respondent is directed to issue a
communication to the Immigration Bureau/Authorities concerned, to keep the
‘Look Out Circular’ issued in Crime No.R.C.4E/2017 in abeyance for the period
between 27.04.2026 and 20.05.2026. The petitioner shall before leaving the
shores of India give the details of place of stay in New York and the place of
stay in San Francisco. The petitioner shall also give the international roaming
number to the respondent police and he shall be available for communication

by the respondent.

7. Needless to say, that the “’Look Out Circular, shall be revived after
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20.05.2026.

8. Accordingly, this criminal original petition is allowed.

24-04-2026
Neutral Citation: Yes/No

DN
Issue order copy today itself

To

1. Central Bureau of Investigation,
Bank Securities and Frauds Cell,
'No.36, Bellary Road, Ganga Nagar,
Bangalore -32.

2.The Public Prosecutor,
High Court of Madras.
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A.D.JAGADISH CHANDIRA J.

DN

CRL OP No. 9624 of 2026

24-04-2026
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