W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED : 17.03.2026

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE M.NIRMAL KUMAR

W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

M/s.The Anjuman-e-Himayath-e-Islam,
Rep. By its Authorized Signatory

M.A.Azeez

No.26, Karpoora Street,

Periamet, Chennai — 600 003. ... Petitioner
Vs.

The Inspector of Police (Crime),

Teynampet Police Station,

Teynampet,

Chennai — 600 018. ... Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition is filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India, to issue a Writ of Mandamus, directing the repsondent to issue the
non-traceable certificate to the petitioner for hte missing document vide Sale
Deed dated 03.05.1940 registered as Document No.1006 of 1940 at hte
Office of the Sub-Registrar, Mylapore, Chennai pertaining tot he petitioner’s
property measuring an extent of 11 acres 93 cents of land situated in
Thiagaraya Nagar comprised in Old Survey No.49, 58/2, 50 and 57 parts,
New Survey No0.4835/3 having purchased on larger extent of 19.05 acres, in
view of the petitioner’s representation dated 29.07.2025 and 19.11.2025

respectively.
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

For Petitioner : Mr.J.Ashok

For Respondent Mr.Leonard Arul Joseph Selvam,
Additional Public Prosecutor

ORDER

The petitioner M/s. The Anjuman-e-Himayath-e-Islam represented by
its authorized signatory Mr.M.A.Azeez had given representations dated
29.07.2025 and 19.11.2025 to the respondent, but no action was taken.

Hence, the present writ petition filed.

2.The petitioner Society is the absolute owner of the property covered
under sale deed in Document No.1006 of 1940 dated 03.05.1940 registered
at SRO, Mylapore, Chennai. The property of the Trust measures 19 acres,
out of the said extent 6.66 acres already sold to third parties and the
remaining extent of 11 acres 93 cents was held by the Society. A portion of
the property was leased out and the same was registered as Document
No.545 of 2013 in SRO, T.Nagar, Chennai. The ownership of the property
continues to rests absolutely with the Trust. For the purpose of renewal, the
petitioner approached the SRO on 30.01.2024 in respect of the lease vide

Document No.545 of 2013, at that time, the SRO informed that as per the
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026
procedure, the original sale deed pertaining to the property required to be

produced. Thereafter, a search was conducted in the Trust office and it was
found that the original sale deed bearing Document No.1006 of 1940 dated
03.05.1940 could not be traced and found missing. Since the original sale
deed 1s not available in the Office records, it could not be traced and
complaint lodged for missing document. C.S.R.No.187 of 2024 assigned
and thereafter nothing happened. On 29.07.2025, a reminder was sent to the
respondent followed by another reminder on 19.11.2025. Further, the
respondent was directed to cause a public notice and the same was caused.
An affidavit was requested and the same was filed giving details of the
property already sold by the Trust, property leased out and the property held
by the Trust. Another public notice in Tamil language was also published
and encumbrance certificate for the property obtained and submitted. The
SRO sent a communication in D.No.464/2025 dated 18.11.2025 in response
to the respondent’s query. Despite submission of all documents, still non-
traceable certificate not issued. Hence, the lease deed could not be dealt
with causing serious ramifications and the petitioner's right in enjoyment

over the property becomes questionable.
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W.P.Crl.N0.543 of 2026
3.The learned Additional Public Prosecutor submitted that the

petitioner lodged a complaint, C.S.R. number assigned, thereafter paper
publication both in English and Tamil made. The petitioner also submitted
encumbrance certificate and necessary verification with the SRO made and
following the circular issued by the Director General of Police in
Rc.N0.2029209/General.1(1)/2022 dated 01.04.2022, soon the non-traceable

certificate will be issued.

4.The learned counsel for the petitioner submitted that there have been
19 conditions in the Circular in Rc.N0.2029209/General.1(1)/2022 dated
01.04.2022, out of which, the respondent got an obligation to complete
certain formalities and in this case, except for Condition Nos.13 and 14, all
other conditions complied with and those Condition Nos.13 and 14 to be

complied with by the respondent.

5.A scanned reproduction of the Circular issued by the Director
General of Police in Rc.N0.2029209/General.1(1)/2022 dated 01.04.2022 is

as follows:
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

09iGeneral 1 (1p2022 Office of tha
Re Mo 202920 S et
Haad of Police Farce,
Tamil Nadu, Channal-d,
Dated:01.04,.2022

Circular Memorandum

sul Police - Issuance of Man Traceabla Cerificate in respect of
Meszing anginal land decumentz - Inslruclhons Issued —
Regarding.

Rl Crimnal criginal Petition Mo, 330712022 on the file of
Han ble High Courd Madras

The followiriy orocecuse shedld be adepied with ragard 1o sauance of Mon-
rraceanle Ceddicae an receipt of pettaor reating to the loss ab ongiral land

cocuments

Petition should be preferred oniy by the legal ewner or his pawar of attomay
of the property.
Tne patuaner shoukd furmsn the dollowing documents asong wath the
aetifion: '
7 Certfied capas of the cacument's which iz allegec to nave been
Izl (obta ned within @ monit prior to the oresentation of e petition

at the Police Staticn lrem the concemead Suo Begisirar Office)

i. Recent photagraph of the petitionar of that af his pewar of aHorney

i Copyof Asdhar Sard or Vater 1D or Passport [No ather [dentity proof
Wwill be accepted |

n Wews paper advetisements in argina’ as mentioned in para g
w.  Underakings menticned in paras 7 and &

% |n pase of deats of k2 lega’ cwnar of the praperty, hie or har lagal hair

should prasent the patition along with the fallowing documents:-

a3} Death Cenificate pertaining to tha death of the legal owner issued

by the compatent Local boey! Mun spality ! Corporation autheorities.

k) Legal Her Certificate issued by the cesignated Kevanue Authonty

iz estaolish thal the petiticner is the legal hesr of the owner of 1he propary
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

4 In case of multiple legal hers, No Chjection Certficate oblained from other
fagal hanrs other than the petiticnaer sncud be coclooed

2. Encumbrance cerificate (Digital of Manua ) for the above propery for [hs
last 2 years or fom tha date of regstration of missirg oooument
wihishever is longer and it should be obtained from the concernad 509
Regist-ar Office only

da

Cnainal of the public advertisemanl gver one ir leading Englsh and ona ir
leading vemrecular newspeper stould be eqcloscd, The advetisemsn:
sheud have been publsheo within 30 days onar to the pressaabon of e
petition (farmat partan ng te the pushcation o7 aunis adverl sement in the

nEwEpAREr in Zrg ish and vernacular as follows)

[ st codAadbar Candfoter DY Passpot Mo
PPPRRIPEES (b= Lo PN ol | (s S , aged about
yaars, residing al oo o, da baraby jnform o tho Seraral
Fualiz that | have ozl the or ||:|nal land docuent Farainirg 1o my f ooar
properly  ragisterad no documenal Moo LA ¢ - T R
registered st .. o Bl Registrar Office o I anyzne
tinds the said document, pleass contact me aver phare qo (... orat
the Fallowing residential address (..

eZeraiy | Flen i Benir g oS el eoari e mib )

e (DGOSR EEE R ElopeBlged
SHEUGATET Bl 5 Al SN0 SOt ot SHemL aamaT Gaoml |
il F17 (Gl T e - o AL AT [T S,
el mormiedsohhen  SellablEmdbmnragy  wnbgeler e
enif Ll o s g FIR Ul @ED0U L ARTRE, T,
(EnhHOTET 2Hsrun Eermd Blad e Joh e n e . - Gmb
(ogmy T e ity o7 L grid, et R B T M ST AT iy it (T DT e g
wnm o d| arsnaedton Ssop Spmee psliaen s e o
Bl e bt 1 e
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7 Tha pettianer shonld subimit @an undertaking alcng with the paiition that no

i Bispute ar mongage pertainng ta the properly decument alleged la

Fave been 'ost, iz pending befae any Courl or Financial Institution

o

The patitionar snould alsa submit an undertaking along with the petibion that
¥ heshe fumstes ary fa se infarmation with regard o tha properly, whose
document iz allzged to have bEeen osl, e patiticner or whosver abets the
offence shall be fable ‘or ciminal oresesution under approprate  egal
aroisions, The petitioner should also furnish an underaking that heishe
shall handover the missing document if it is racad ‘ater. In that case, the
=lation Houge Officer saculs miimale about the tracing of he decument @

tha corcerned Sub Registrar Dffes.

un racsial of the petition, the Staten Heuss Oficar (SHT) shall issug a

1

CER ta the natiinnes immeadiately

_

11 The ChIE skeu'd bz izzued only by the Station House O oer (SHDY and

nob by any otner peraonael in the Police Stalion.

11 1 ery shartfal in production of dacuments s noficed, [Documeanis
manticnad in para-2] the Station House Sfizar (5500 shovle intimats the
zame fa fne cancernsd petiionar in witing inzstructing him to produes qe

concernes nooums s within 8 wees ime.

13.walhim thres days fom the receint of documents in full and ssuzarnce of
CER the Sanon —ouse Offcer (SR0O] afer oersocnally satizlying himsaif,
snould send & leter addressed to the Deputy Superinendent of Police |
Assistant Commissicner of Pelice of the DCRE! CORE infarming about the

fags of poaument Slong with the followinrg Certif cate:
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

*Cerificata™

‘Certiied that | have verfied all the documents enciosad as mandated in

the Chef Office circular memarandum in Bo No20Z0209:Gen 1(1)2032,
dated 0104 2022

ThE' DSPIE fl |'!'||:-PI5 Dr D':-HEI i '::-':-HD Qn refennt DT pﬁpers Sna.l pLII':JllEh EhE.'

ratter in Crime and Occureroe Sheet with'nr a weak fiom the date of

receiot of the leter from the Station House Officars.

The publicaticn in the Crime and Ocourence Shest shal ne sant o the

concerned Staton House O%icers wihin wes davs fror tre date of such

publization.

In the meantims, NECESZERY actian shou'd be laker by the SHO 12 trace
out the =aid original Ianu.df.-m.n".en:.s. Enquiry shoule be conducted 1o fire
out whether the owners or he ﬁumpiai’nart had encumbersd the land
decuments ard by approaching the coqesrred 5.8, far verification [The
Furoose  of compelling onginal  dacument s
documentation |

to avoid douole

- On receipt of capy of the Crime and Occurence Sheet pLElication ard if

unable to trace aut the said documerts the Siaton Houze Odicers skall

1ssue Non-traceabie Certif cate to the petitione:

Henceforth, Mon-traceable cerificate with regard to loss of anginal land
documerts shal! be 'ssued cnly by the Statior Houze Officer after atherirg
to the above procedure and the cedificale should be issued to the
petitoner after obtaining due a a::‘,kl‘:m-.ﬂe:gemew: and a copy of tha same
shall be sent to the concerred Sun Regstrar Cfice (Farmat of Nee

Traceable Cerificate is anclozed in Annaxue!
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

18 The Commissioners of Police n Cities and Superintendents of Police in
Districts are requesied 1o issue suitable nstructions Io the Station Housa
Officess 1o adhere 1o the above procedure without any deviation. in case of

any deviation in this regard, action shall be taken aganst the concerned
police personnel

19 The above circular shall be posted on the Stale Police \Website and

CCTNS Citzen Portal and also pasted in the "Motice Board' of all Pohice
Statians,

Encl Annexure.

sd/-Dr.C.Sylendra Babu
Director General of Pofice!
Head of Police Force,

Tamil Madu.
To

All Commissioners of Police in Git@esv.
Al Supartintendents of Police In Ristricls

Caopy te; The Additional Director General pf police, SCRB, Chennal.
Copy 12 All Inspectars General of Police in Zones. |

Copy to: All Deputy Inspectors Ganaral of F»nﬁlr::a in Fiange?i._ =
Capy to: Legal Officer (Service) and Legal Officer, G&jluf.ﬂ ica, Channal
Copy 1o Administrative Oficer {R&T), Chief Office, Channal

Copy 1o Stock File

itefbol

gw 1] 8l 2os
Asst Inspector Benefal of Police
(Law & Order)
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Dnst ¢ Gy

CER Mg

1 | Petiiorer Name, Father Mams weith Full

W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

P& ¢ Bub Divisine
Date of :ssu¢ of CSR

NOT TRACEABLE CERTIFICATE

didraEs
2 'Photo ofthe petilioner a
i ‘ Patticnor Mabilg M orber i
“ 1D carg delails [

Aadhardnving Licenes! Pan cand)

5 Cate of 1~ maper pusaton znd News
paper delzils
i Defals of missing docaments: =

This

A1 Docomenl Mumbor:
L Yaar

ci Book Mo

gl Sup Segoetran Office

a0 CLapy 0f e Sussing 0o mons
{signea and sfameed in svern,
R ] 3 Enclossd.
page by the. SHCH

15 1o certfy thar the above document ! documents are Mon - Traceanie

dlthough ressonzble eflors has been fsken to trace the ghove missing

dosirmenis

Placo

Date
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

6.Considering the submissions made, it is seen that the petitioner Trust
is one of the well known oldest Trust continuing with its religious and social
activities. The document pertains to the year 1940 and when the document
was found missing, complaint was immediately lodged and following the
directions of the Director General of Police in the Circular in
Rc.N0.2029209/General . 1(1)/2022 dated 01.04.2022, the petitioner had
taken paper publication and filed affidavit, obtained encumbrance certificate
and obligations of the circular complied with. Now, it is for the respondent
police to further complete the procedures as contemplated in the circular of
the Director General of Police. This circular came to be issued on the orders
of this Court in Crl.O.P.N0.3307 of 2022 since that the public/citizens are
finding 1t difficult to get non-traceable certificate so that the certified copy of
the lost document can be dealt with as primary document. The Police
throughout the State were following different procedures and hence, to
follow uniform pattern of procedure, this circular was issued. It is seen that
complaint was lodged on 25.03.2024 and almost more than two years have
passed by, therefore the act of the respondent police is nothing but a sheer

callousness shown in issuance of non-traceable certificate which i1s not
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W.P.Crl.N0.543 of 2026
proper. In view of the same, this Court directs the respondent police to

follow the circular in Rc.N0.2029209/General.1(1)/2022 dated 01.04.2022,
complete the enquiry and issue non-traceable certificate to the petitioner
within a period of four weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.

It is made clear that this period of four weeks is only an outer limit.

7.With the above directions, this Writ Petition Criminal stands
disposed of. No costs.
17.03.2026
Index: Yes/No
Speaking Order/Non-Speaking Order

Neutral Citation: Yes/No
cse
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W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

To

1.The Inspector of Police (Crime),
Teynampet Police Station,
Teynampet,
Chennai — 600 018.

2.The Public Prosecutor,
Madras High Court.
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M.NIRMAL KUMAR, J.

cse

W.P.Crl.No.543 of 2026

17.03.2026



