
WP No. 2563 of 2026

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 29-01-2026

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE D.BHARATHA CHAKRAVARTHY

WP No. 2563 of 2026

1. Shanmugam Udayar

S/o.Nataraja Udayar 

(Representative of Malaiyaman Community) 

Avatty Village, Tittakudi Taluk, Cuddalore 

District.

2. Ramasamy Nainar

3. Paramasivam Nainar

4. Rajagopal Yadav

5. Annadurai Padayachi

S/o.Jayaraman Padayachi 

(Representative of Vanniyar Community) 

Avatty Village, Tittakudi Taluk, 

Cuddalore District.

6. Venugopal Chetty

S/o.Raman Chetty 

(Representative of Man Ottar Community) 

Avatty Village, Tittakudi Taluk, 

Cuddalore District.

7. Manikandan Aachari

8. Deivasigamani Aachari

S/o.Subburayan Aachari, 

(Representative of Vishwakarma Community) 

Avatty Village, Tittakudi Taluk, 

Cuddalore District.

Petitioner(s)
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Vs

1. District Collector

1st floor, New Collectorate Building, 

Collectorate, Manjakuppam, 

Cuddalore 607 001.

2.Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO)

1st floor, New Collectorate Building, 

Collectorate, Manjakuppam, 

Cuddalore 607 001.

3.Tahsildar

Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.

4.Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 

119, Uthamar Gandhi Salai, 

Nungambakkam, Chennai-600 034.

5.Joint Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 

Government Office, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu.

6.Assistant Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 

Government Office, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu.

7.Village Administrative Officer (VAO)

Avatti Village, Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.

8.Inspector of Police

Avatti Village, 

Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.

Respondent(s)

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India, for 

issuance of a writ of mandamus, direct the 1st to 3rd respondents along with 8th 

respondent to consider the representation of the petitioner dated 10.12.2025 to 

conduct  the  Ther  procession  of  the  Temple  by  name  Arulmigu  Varadaraja 

Perumal Thirukoil, Avatti Village, Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District on all the 

festival days through the route as indicated by the petitioner within the time 
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frame fixed by this Court.

For Petitioners: Mr.G.Surya Narayanan

For Respondents: Mr.S.Senthil Murugan

Special Government Pleader for 

R1, R2, R3 and R7

Mr.S.Ravichandran

Special Government Pleader for  

R4, R5 and R6

Mr.J.Subbiah

Government Advocate for R8

ORDER

This  writ  petition  is  filed  with  a  prayer  to  issue  writ  of  mandamus, 

directing the respondents 1 and 3 along with 8th respondent  to consider the 

representation  of  the  petitioners  dated  10.12.2025  to  conduct  the  Ther 

procession  of  the  Temple  by  name Arulmigu  Varadaraja  Perumal  Thirukoil, 

Avatti  Village,  Tittagudi  Taluk,  Cuddalore  District  on  all  the  festival  days 

through the route as indicated by the petitioners within the time frame as fixed 

by this Court.

2. Upon hearing the learned counsel for the petitioners and perusing the 

affidavit filed in support of this writ petition and other material records of the 

case, the grievance of the petitioners is that the temple is an age old temple 

worshipped by the devotees  of all walks of life. The temple has a calender of 

festivals and on many occasions,  Ther procession, used to come through the 
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particular route namely, the Raja Veedhi-Nadu Veedhi East Street-South Street-

West  Street  and again  Veedhi  Ula  will  come back to  the  temple.  While  so, 

claiming that the Veedhi Ula  should also come to the North Street, certain set of 

people created problem and they also approached the Division Bench of this 

Court,  which  categorically  rejected  their  prayer  and  said  that  it  is  for  the 

Authorities to decide. The Authorities without deciding the issue and conducting 

the Veedhi Ula,  are not permitting the Veedhi Ula in toto and therefore,  the 

petitioners are before this Court.

3. It is also brought to the notice by the petitioners that the 3rd party also 

filed a writ  petition viz.,  W.P.(Crl)No.535 of 2025, in which, an order dated 

14.08.2025  is also passed.

4. When the matter came for admission, the learned Special Government 

Pleader appearing on behalf of the respondents/Authorities would submit that, 

even though the village has grown, several people are residing in several streets. 

As far as the Veedhi Ula is concerned, the same will go as per the traditional 

route. The Authorities agree that the route as mentioned by the petitioners are 

only the correct route and the  Veedhi Ula, if at all  to be conducted will be 
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conducted  only in that  route and it  is  not  possible to go every street.  But,  

however they submit that in view of the dictum in the earlier writ petition in 

W.P.(Crl) No.535 of 2025, since there is a law and order problem as all the 

groups in the village are not agreeing, the Veedhi Ula is not being conducted. 

5. It is submitted that the last Peace Committee Meeting was conducted in 

the month of November 2025, in which no amicable resolution could be arrived 

at.

6.  In  reply,  the  learned  counsel  for  the  petitioners  submits  that 

subsequently  some  of  the  persons  who  are  opposing  also  agreed  and  the 

situation has improved. In any event, the respondents have to conduct a Peace 

Committee Meeting and try to conduct the festival as far as possible and they 

cannot eternally stop  the festival by citing the law and order problem.

7. I have considered the rival submissions  made on either side and other 

material records of the case. Even though, the petitions are filed by different 

different persons,  there are  earlier  orders passed with reference to the very 

same temple and the very same issue and therefore, it is just and necessary to 

go by the said orders passed by this Court. When a claim was made on behalf of 

the  residents  of  the  North  Street,  the  Division  Bench  of  this  Court   in 
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W.P.No.7895 of 2025, dated 27.03.2025 passed an order stating that the relief 

prayed for by the said petitioners cannot be granted. But, however, the Temple 

Authorities and the respective Collector and Police will only consider the issue 

and  take  a  decision  considering  the  ground  reality.  Therefore,  it  is  for  the 

Authorities  to  decide  on  the  route,  in  which,  the  Veedhi  Ula   should  be 

conducted.

8. Today, written instruction is placed on record stating that it should go 

in the traditional route as claimed by the petitioners. Therefore, that issue is 

resolved. Thereafter, the writ petition was filed by yet another 3rd party namely, 

P.Nagarajan and an order dated 14.08.2025 in W.P.(Crl.)No.535 of 2025 was 

passed. In the said order, this Court had held that when there is a likelihood of 

law and order problem arising in the area, permission cannot be granted. If only 

all the groups agree for an amicable settlement to conduct the procession in a 

peaceful manner and the same shall be considered by the Authorities.

9. In view thereof, the decision taken sofar by the Authorities since the 

earlier Peace Committee Meeting, there was no amicable resolution cannot be 

found fault with. But, the learned counsel for the petitioners submits that the 

situation has somewhat improved  and if the Fresh Peace Committee Meeting is 

conducted, there is a likelihood of an amicable resolution also.
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10.  In view thereof,  this  writ  petition is  disposed of  on the following 

terms:

(i) The Authorities shall once again convene a Peace Committee 

Meeting involving everyone,  within a period of two (2) months from 

the  date  of  receipt  of  the  webcopy  of  the  order  and  if  there  is  any 

amicable  resolution  as  ordered  in  the  earlier  writ  petition  in  W.P.

(Crl.)No.535 of  2025,  dated 14.08.2025, the Ther Veedhi Ula can be 

resumed.

(ii) No costs.

29-01-2026

Jd

Index:Yes/No

Speaking/Non-speaking order

Internet:Yes

Neutral Citation:Yes/No
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To

1. District Collector

1st floor, New Collectorate Building, Collectorate, 

Manjakuppam, 

Cuddalore 607 001.

2.Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO)

1st floor, New Collectorate building, Collectorate, 

Manjakuppam, 

Cuddalore 607 001.

3.Tahsildar

Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.

4.Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 119, 

Uthamar Gandhi Salai, Nungambakkam, 

Chennai-600 034.

5.Joint Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 

Government Office, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu.

6.Assistant Commissioner

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments, 

Government Office, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu.

7.Village Administrative Officer (VAO)

Avatti Village, Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.

8.Inspector of police

Avatti Village, 

Tittagudi Taluk, Cuddalore District.
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D.BHARATHA CHAKRAVARTHY J.

jd

WP No. 2563 of 2026

29-01-2026
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