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Mr. 1. Damle, AGP for Respondent Nos.1 to 3/State.

CORAM : ANILS. KILOR AND RAJ D. WAKODE, J].
DATE : 07.04.2026

Heard.

2. An innocuous prayer is made in this petition seeking a
direction to respondent No.l to decide the appeal preferred
under Section 39(3) of the Maharashtra Village Panchayats Act,
1959.

3. Admittedly, the said appeal was filed on 24.02.2026, i.c.,
about one and a half months ago. As per the provisions of the
aforesaid Act, respondent No.l is required to decide the appeal
within a period of one month from the date of receipt thereof.

The said period has already expired.

4. Accordingly, the learned AGP was asked to take
instructions as to within what time the Hon’ble Minister will
decide the appeal. We are surprised to note that despite the law
mandates that the appeal shall be decided within one month,
the instructions received from respondent Nos.1 and 2 are that

the Hon’ble Minister will decide the appeal within two months.
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5.  In the above-referred backdrop, since the law does not
permit to prolong the matter beyond one month, we dispose of
the present writ petition with a direction to respondent No.l to
decide the appeal expeditiously and, in any case, on or before

06.05.2026, in accordance with law.

6.  In that view of the matter, the petition is disposed of in

above-referred terms. No order as to costs.

(RAJ D. WAKODE, J.) (ANIL S. KILOR, J.)

Vijaykumar
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