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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY
NAGPUR BENCH, NAGPUR.

CRIMINAL WRIT PETITION NO. 896 OF 2025
[Vedprakash S/o Vijaysingh Rathod vs. The Superintendent of Police Gadchiroli,
Dist. Gadchiroli and ors.]

Office Notes, Office Memoranda Court's or Judge's orders
of Coram, Appearances, Court's orders
or directions and Registrar's orders.

Mr. Rushikesh S. Bhoyar, Advocate h/f Mr. K. P Mahalle,
Advocate for the petitioner
Mr. D. V. Chauhan, PP/Senior Advocate assisted by Mr. A. J.
Gohokar, APP for the State

CORAM : ANIL L. PANSARE AND
NIVEDITA P MEHTA, JJ.

DATE : 29-01-2026.

On 5-1-2026, following order was passed.

“The petitioner has approached the
Court seeking direction to complete investigation
within 30 days.
3. The previous orders indicate that the
investigation was pending for want of handwriting
expert’s report. Learned Public Prosecution -
Senior Counsel for respondent-State submits that
handwriting expert’s report is received and the
final report will be filed within 15 working days.

4. The statement is accepted. The
petitioner is satistied with the development.
5. On previous date, we had taken up the

issue of pendency of investigation on this count in
many other cases and accordingly called upon the
Additional  Secretary, =~ Home  Department,
Mantralaya, Mumbai, to submit a detailed report
as to how the issue of pendency will be addressed
by the department.
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5. Learned Public Prosecutor seeks time to
take instructions. Granted.
6. List on 29.01.2026.”
2. In response, Mr. D. V. Chauhan, learned Public

Prosecutor and Senior Counsel submits that effective
steps have been taken by the Additional Chief Secretary,
Home Department, Mantalaya, Mumbai. The Steps
include appointment of Tata Consultancy Services (for
short “TCS’) for the purpose of recruitment process. The
syllabus of examination for Assistant State Examiner of
Documents is finalized and communicated to TCS to set
papers for the examination. This process will be
completed in due course. In the meantime, the State
CID has initiated procedure to appoint retired
Government Document Examiners on contractual basis
as per Government Resolutions dated 17-12-2016 and
10-6-2025.

3. Thus, the issue of pendency of the
investigation for want of handwriting expert’s report has
been now taken up seriously by the Home Department.
Affidavit to that effect is submitted across the bar. Same

is taken on record.

4. We are satisfied with the steps taken by the

Home Department. The petition is accordingly disposed

of.

(JUDGE) (JUDGE.)
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