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1. The Petitioners assert their rights as tenants of the land in question under

the provisions of the Bombay Tenancy and Agricultural Lands Act, 1948. They are
aggrieved by the declaration of the said land as a Slum Rehabilitation Area under
Section 3(C)(1) of the Maharashtra Slum Areas (Improvement, Clearance and
Redevelopment) Act, 1971 (hereinafter referred to as “the said Act’), by an Order
dated 27 July 2021 passed by the Chief Executive Officer of the Slum

Rehabilitation Authority.

2. The Petitioners have raised several grievances, including the grievance that
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they were not granted an opportunity of hearing, which is a mandatory
requirement under law before passing any order under Section 3(C)(1) of the said

Act.

3. Though a substantive challenge to the said declaration is raised, Mr. Kudle,
learned counsel for the Petitioners, has fairly conceded that sub-section (2) of
Section 3(C) of the said Act provides a statutory remedy of Appeal against an order
passed under sub-section (1) of Section 3(C) before the Apex Grievance Redressal

Committee (AGRC).

4. In view thereof, we are of the opinion that it would be appropriate for the
Petitioners to approach the AGRC to agitate their grievances against the
declaration dated 27 July 2021 issued under Section 3(C)(1) of the said Act. If
such an Appeal is filed before the AGRC within a period of three weeks from today,

the same shall be heard and decided on its own merits.

5. We have not expressed any opinion on the merits of the rival contentions.
6. All contentions of the parties are expressly kept open.
7. The Petition is disposed of in the aforesaid terms.
(AARTI SATHE,].) (G. S. KULKARNIL].)
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