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ORISSA HIGH COURT : CUTTACK

WP(C) No.35129 of 2025

An application under Articles 226 & 227 of the Constitution of
India.

***

Sujata Pothal

… Petitioner.

-VERSUS-

State of Odisha & Others
… Opposite Parties.

Counsel appeared for the parties:

For the Petitioner : Mr. A.C. Behera, Advocate

For the Opposite Parties : Mr. Prabhu Prasanna Behera, Adv.
(For the University)
Mr. S. Nayak, Addl. Standing Counsel
(For the State)

P R E S E N T:

HONOURABLE
MR. JUSTICE ANANDA CHANDRA BEHERA

Date of Hearing : 10.04.2026 :: Date of Judgment : 10.04.2026
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JUDGMENT

ANANDA CHANDRA BEHERA, J.—

1. This writ petition under Articles 226 and 227 of the

Constitution of India, 1950 has been filed by the petitioner

praying for setting aside the order of de-registration of her

Ph.D passed by the Controller of Examination (Opp. Party

No.2) on dated 28.05.2025 (Annexure-4) on the ground of her

repeated failure in completing Ph.D and also for her failure in

depositing the required fees before the Opp. Party No.2.

2. Heard from the learned counsel for the petitioner, the

learned counsel Mr. P.P. Behera for the Fakir Mohan

University, Balasore and the learned Addl. Standing Counsel

for the State.

3. During the course of hearing, learned counsel Mr. P.P.

Behera for the Fakir Mohan University, Balasore and the

learned Addl. Standing Counsel for the State vehemently

opposed to the Writ Petition of the petitioner contending that,

the conduct and attitude of the petitioner is not at all

justifying her for the renewal of her Ph.D registration number,

because, she is a continuous defaulter and she has failed in
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several attempts in completing her Ph.D and she has been de-

registered in Ph.D at the instance of her own guide for her

default, for which, she should not be allowed to renew her

Ph.D registration number.

4. When the petitioner is eagerly interested to complete her

Ph.D after renewal of her registration number, although, she

has failed in her several attempts in completing Ph.D, for no

other reason, but, only in order to achieve the last goal of her

life and if the registration number of the petitioner shall be

renewed after setting aside the order of de-registration vide

Annexure-4, then, the same shall cause prejudice to no party,

rather the same shall be in the best interest of the petitioner

as well as the society at large, then, at this juncture, by taking

the best interest of the society into account, I find no

justification to disallow this Writ Petition filed by the petitioner.

5. Therefore, this Writ Petition filed by the petitioner is to

be allowed.

6. In result, this Writ Petition filed by the petitioner is

allowed.
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The impugned order of de-registration to the

petitioner from Ph.D vide Annexure-4 passed by the Opp.

Party No.2 is quashed.

The Opp. Parties are directed to renew the Ph.D

registration number of the petitioner as per the norms and

guidelines of the UGC Regulations within 15 days from the

date of filing of the certified copy of this Judgment and to

allow her (petitioner) to continue her Ph.D under a guide

according to the Regulations and Guidelines of the UGC.

7. As such, this Writ Petition filed by the petitioner is

disposed of finally.

(ANANDA CHANDRA BEHERA)
JUDGE

High Court of Orissa, Cuttack
The 10 .04. 2026// Rati Ranjan Nayak
Sr. Stenographer
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