Order
No.
01.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ORISSA AT CUTTACK
ABLAPL No. 371 of 2026

Santosh Mohapatra and others Petitioners

Mr. R.K. Mallick, Advocate

-Versus-
State of Odisha Opposite Party
Mr. M. K. Mohanty, ASC
CORAM:
MR. JUSTICE R.K. PATTANAIK
ORDER
20.01.2026
1. Heard learned counsel for the respective parties.

2. No FIR is lodged. Recorded the submissions of learned
counsels for the respective parties. As it appears, the petitioners
have a dispute with the employee, namely, Kalu Sethi and
apprehend their arrest as the latter might lodge a report with the
local police in respect of an incident dated 28™ December,
2025. In fact, the petitioners have approached the learned
Executive Magistrate, Bhubaneswar with an application filed
under Section 163 BNSS with respect to the alleged incident
alleging nuisance at the instance of the above named employee.
Considering the above facts and the fact that a report has been
lodged by the petitioners at the local PS, a copy of which is at
Annexure-3 and nature of dispute between them and the so-
called employee, this Court is of the view that in the event, any

case is registered after a report is received from the employee
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concerned, the petitioners shall not be arrested at least for a
period of four weeks thereafter so as to enable them to avail
regular bail before the court concerned having territorial

jurisdiction or pre-arrest bail as the situation demands.
3. Accordingly, it is ordered.

4. In the result, the ABLAPL is disposed of with the

direction as aforesaid.

5. Issue urgent certified copy of this order as per rules.

(R.K. Pattanaik)
Judge

Rojina

Digitally Signed

Signed by: ROJINA SAHOO
Designation: Junior Stenographer
Reason: Authentication

Location: OHC, CTC
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