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1. The petitioner has challenged the order of 

demolition passed by the Pudung Gram Panchayat.  

The Gram Panchayat found that the construction is 

unauthorized as the same has been made in 

violation of Section 23(1) of the West Bengal Gram 

Panchayat Act, 1973.  However, the Panchayat 

authorities cannot themselves demolish if the 

petitioner does not carry out such demolition.  The 

entire records must be forwarded to the Sub-

Divisional Officer under Section 23(5) of the said 

Act and the Sub-Divisional Officer upon hearing 

the parties shall be entitled to pass order of 

demolition and take necessary steps. 
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2. Under such circumstances, the order is clarified to 

the extent that the Pudung Gram Panchayat will 

send all the documents to the concerned Sub-

Divisional Officer.  The Sub-Divisional Officer will 

grant an opportunity of hearing to all the necessary 

parties including the petitioner and thereafter pass 

necessary orders and also take steps in accordance 

with law. 

3. Accordingly, the writ petition is disposed of. 

4. There shall be no order as to costs. 

5. The parties are to act on the basis of the server 

copy of this order. 

 
 (Shampa Sarkar, J.) 


