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* IN  THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  DELHI  AT  NEW  DELHI 

+  W.P.(C) 17697/2024 

 PROF. DEEPAK KUMAR          .....Petitioner 
Through: Dr. Sunil Kumar Agarwal, Mr. 

Amarjeet Sahani, Ms. Amita Agarwal, 
Ms. Shreya Saurabh and Mr. Anuj 
Kumar Agarwal, Advocates.  

    versus 
 
 JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY AND ORS.  ...Respondents 
    Through: Advocate (appearance not given). 
 CORAM: 
 HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SACHIN DATTA 
    
%    21.03.2025 

O R D E R 

  

1. The present petition has been filed by the petitioner in the backdrop of 

the proposal submitted by the petitioner to the Jawaharlal Nehru University 

(JNU) for instituting ‘Sharda Sinha Prize’ endowment in the name of his late 

mother, Ms. Sharda Sinha. The purport thereof was to provide financial 

assistance to students pursuing Ph.D. from the School of Social Science, JNU 

in the subject of history of science, history of education and history of media.  

2. For this purpose, the petitioner had expressed his willingness to donate 

Rs.11,00,000/- to the JNU and the ‘Sharda Sinha Prize’ would be given out 

from the interest earned from the said amount, once in every two years to the 

student whose Ph.D. thesis has been adjudged as the “best” in the 

aforementioned subjects. The present petition was filed on the grievance 

raised by the petitioner that despite a lapse of 7 years, no steps have been 

taken by the JNU to announce a winner for the ‘Sharda Sinha Prize’.  
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3. In the circumstances, the petitioner seeks refund of the principle 

donation amount of Rs.11,00,000/- alongwith the interest accrued therein.  

4. Learned counsel appearing for JNU fairly submits that the JNU is 

agreeable to the refund of the said amount alongwith the accrued interest 

thereon.  

5. In the circumstances, the present petition is disposed of with a direction 

to the petitioner to approach the Registrar, JNU for refund of the aforesaid 

amount, whereupon the requisite amount shall be forthwith refunded to the 

petitioner, and in any event within a period of 6 weeks from the date on which 

the petitioner submits an application in this regard.  

6. The present petition stands disposed of in the above terms.  

 
 

SACHIN DATTA, J 

MARCH 21, 2025/at 
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