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* IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
+  W.P.(CRL) 3348/2023

MANO) L Petitioner
Through:  Ms. Jahanvi Worah, Advocate.

VErsus

STATE (GOVT. NCT OF DELH) ... Respondent
Through: Ms. Rupali Bandhopadhyay, ASC
with Mr. Anurag Arora, Advocates

for State.
S| Geeta with 1.0/SI Seeman,
Mahendra Park.
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SANJEEV NARULA
ORDER
% 07.02.2025

1. The Petitioner is a convict undergoing rigorous imprisonment for life
under judgment dated 3" September, 2022 and sentence dated 1 October,
2022 awarded, in respect of FIR No. 77/2017, registered at Police station:
Mahendra Park, for offence under Section 6 of Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, 2012.1 The present writ petition is directed against the
award of punishment by the Jail Superintendent through Punishment Ticket
No. 19 dated 23" January, 2022.2 The Impugned Punishment Ticket stopped
the Petitioner’s canteen facilities for a period of 15 days. The Impugned
Punishment Ticket was issued to the Petitioner on the grounds that he was

involved in an altercation that occurred between the inmates in his barrack.

L [‘POCSO’]
2 “Impugned Punishment Ticket”
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2. The Petitioner alleges that the Impugned Punishment Ticket was
passed in violation of Rule 1272 and 1273 of the Delhi Prison Rules, 2018.3

3. Heard. Rule 1272 of the DPR, which pertains to the imposition of
‘major’ punishments on prisoners, mandates a prior notice calling upon the
prisoner to show cause with reference to the alleged violation of the Jail
rules. However, the punishment awarded i.e., stoppage of canteen facilities
for ‘15 days’, does not fall within the category of major punishments, and
therefore, Rule 1272 is not applicable in the present case.

4, However, the procedure outlined in Rule 1273 of the DPR has not
been adhered to as the confessional statement of the offender was not
recorded in the presence of the two witnesses, which is a mandatory
requirement under Rule 1273. The Punishment Ticket only records “Heard
In person: The above inmates admitted their offence and hence their
Canteen facility of inmates Manoj s/o Charan Singh, Naveen S/o Rama,
Bintu S/o Raghubir Singh & Jeetu S/o Anil and Telephone facility of
inmates-Mustafa S/o Raju, Manjeet S/o Raj kumar, Lekh Raj S/o Sagar Mal,
Javed S/o Mukul Hassan & Manish S/o Krishan for 15 days are stopped
subject to approval of Hon ble ADJ”. Since the procedure under Rule 1273
has not been followed, without going into the merits of the reasons for
award of punishment, the Court quashes the Punishment Ticket No.19 dated
23 January, 2022,

5. The Respondent shall be free to initiate the procedure under Rule
1273 afresh, if deemed appropriate, for imposing the punishment, if found
necessary.

6. At this juncture, it must be noted that the Petitioner has been released

3 [‘DPR’]

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 02/07/2025 at 01:02:11



from jail on 17" November, 2023 after securing suspension of sentence from
this Court in Crl. Appeal No. 139/2023 vide order dated 16" November,
2023.

7. It is made clear that the fresh process, if so required, shall be initiated
if and when Petitioner is required to undergo the remaining period of
sentence, subject to the outcome of the appeal proceedings, in accordance
with law.

8. The present petitions stand disposed of.

SANJEEV NARULA, J

FEBRUARY 7, 2025
as

This is a digitally signed order.
The authenticity of the order can be re-verified from Delhi High Court Order Portal by scanning the QR code shown above.
The Order is downloaded from the DHC Server on 02/07/2025 at 01:02:11



