* IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI

+ W.P.(C) 8725/2025
NEELAM Petitioner
Through:  Mr. Choudhary Ali Zia Kabir, Mr.
Haider Ali and Mr. Akram Akhtar
Choudhary, Advocates.
Versus

UNION OF INDIA&ORS. ... Respondents
Through:  Mr. Abhay Prakash Sahay, SPC along
with Mr. Kamaldeep, GP for R-

1/UOI.
Mr. Manish Batra, Advocate for R-2
to R-4.
CORAM:
HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SACHIN DATTA
ORDER
% 03.07.2025

1. The present petition has been filed by the petitioner, an acid attack
survivor, seeking direction to the respondent no. 1 / Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), Union of India (UOI) for the release of additional
compensation of Rs. 1 Lakh under the Prime Minister’s National Relief
Fund (PMNRF) in addition to the compensation under the Central
Government Victim Compensation Funds Scheme (CGVCF Scheme).

2. It is submitted by the petitioner that after sustaining injuries due to an
acid attack, the petitioner lodged an FIR bearing No. 0362/2018 at the Police
Station Shahbad Dairy, Rohini.

3. Subsequently, a representation was made by the petitioner before the
respondent no. 1 / MHA and the respondent no. 3 / District Magistrate, Nand
Nagri on 27.05.2024, whereby the petitioner sought an additional
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compensation of Rs. 1 Lakh for the victims of acid attacks granted under the
PMNRF.

4, It is the case of the petitioner that vide letter dated 27.06.2024
(addressing to the respondent no. 3), the aforementioned representation was
acknowledged by the respondent no. 1, whereby the respondent no. 1 had
directed the respondent no. 3 to take certain actions and forward the
petitioner’s application as per guidelines of MHA dated 09.11.2026.
Subsequently, however, the respondent no. 3 vide letter dated 27.08.2024
drew attention to the fact that the incident site (Shahbad Dairy) falls under
District North rather than District North-East. Accordingly, as per this
communication, the relevant documents and letter were transferred to the
respondent no. 4 / SDM (Alipur), District North for appropriate action in
this regard.

5. Subsequently, the petitioner sent a reminder application to respondent
nos. 1 and 3 on 09.10.2024 for the disbursement of the aforementioned
additional compensation. In response thereto, the respondent no. 3 informed
the petitioner that the relevant documents have been forwarded to
respondent no. 4 for further action. However, the petitioner submits that no
action appears to have been taken by the respondent no. 4, pursuant thereto.
6. During the course of hearing, it is highlighted by the petitioner that
the CGVCF Scheme requires the concerned District Magistrate to submit a
report to the MHA with an additional copy forwarded to the Prime
Minister’s Office, after which the MHA transfers the compensation into the
acid attack survivor’s bank account within a designated timeframe.

7. In the aforesaid circumstances, the present petition is disposed of with

a direction to the respondent no. 4 to forthwith process / take requisite action
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on the claim of the petitioner regarding award of an additional compensation
of Rs.1 Lakh under the PMNRF.

8. Let the necessary communication exercise be conducted expeditiously
and in any event within a period of three weeks from today.

9. Let a report of the concerned SDM, along with the requisite
documents as per the established procedures/ guidelines, be sent to the MHA
for the purpose of taking requisite steps for reimbursement of additional
compensation of Rs.1 Lakh to the petitioner.

10. If the petitioner is found eligible for the aforesaid additional
compensation, let the said amount be disbursed to the petitioner as

expeditiously as possible.

SACHIN DATTA, J
JULY 3, 2025/r
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