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IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB & HARYANA
AT CHANDIGARH

CWP No. 24469 of 2025
Date of decision: 22.08.2025

M/S SANDHU GROUP
....Petitioner
VI/S

STATE OF PUNJAB AND ANOTHER
... Respondents

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE SHEEL NAGU, CHIEF JUSTICE
HON’BLE MS. JUSTICE RAMESH KUMARI, JUDGE
Present:-  Mr. Rahul Sharma, Advocate for the petitioner.
Mr. Rakesh Gupta, Advocate, for the respondent-Bank
Mr. Vipin Pal Yadav, Addl. Advocate General, Punjab.

skeskoskok

SHEEL NAGU, CHIEF JUSTICE (Oral)

1. The petitioner-sole proprietorship took a loan from respondent-bank
for establishing Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) plant at Village Akhara, Tehsil
Jagraon, District Ludhiana. Due to certain circumstances beyond the control of
the petitioner, arising out of public unrest qua environmental issues, the project
could not be commenced within time. The last date for completion of the project,
which was initially fixed as 30.09.2024, was extended to 30.06.2025, and
thereafter further extended to 30.06.2026.

2. Learned counsel for the petitioner states that due to continued unrest
caused by the local residents, the project could not be started, and, therefore, the
petitioner is unable to repay the loan and keep up to the timelines fixed by the
respondent-bank for repayment of loan. As a result of which, there is a strong
likelihood of the loan account being declared as NPA which is evident from e-
mail dated 13.08.2025 (Annexure P-6).

3. Learned counsel for the respondent-Bank, who appears on advance

notice and on instructions, submits that in case the petitioner makes a
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representation, the same shall be taken into account by the Competent Authority
of the Bank and decided, in accordance with law.

4. Accordingly, looking to the piquant situation faced by the
petitioner, it would be appropriate that the bank considers the grievance of the
petitioner before proceeding ahead to declare the loan account as NPA.

5. If the petitioner makes a representation, raising all his grievances
alongwith relevant documents within a period of 15 days from today along with
copy of this order, the same shall be considered and decided by the Competent
Authority of the Bank, in accordance with law, and only thereafter bank would
proceed further, if necessary, for declaring the loan account as NPA.

6. With the aforesaid liberty, the present petition stands disposed of.

(SHEEL NAGU)
CHIEF JUSTICE

(RAMESH KUMARI)
JUDGE

20.08.2025

Kamal Gandhi
Whether speaking/reasoned Yes/No
Whether reportable Yes/No
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