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“8. A person may have a 'legitimate expectation' of being treated in a

certain way by an administrative authority even though he has no legal

right in private law to receive such treatment. The expectation may arise

either from a representation or promise made by the authority, including

an implied representation, or from consistent past practice. The doctrine

of legitimate expectation has an important place in the developing law of

judicial review. It is, however, not necessary to explore the doctrine in

this case, it is enough merely to note that a legitimate expectation can

provide  a  sufficient  interest  to  enable  one  who  cannot  point  to  the

existence of a substantive right to obtain the leave of the court to apply

for  judicial  review. It  is  generally agreed that 'legitimate  expectation'

gives the applicant sufficient  locus standi  for judicial review and that the

doctrine of legitimate expectation to be confined mostly to right of a fair

hearing  before  a  decision  which  results  in  negativing  a  promise  or

withdrawing an undertaking is taken. The doctrine does not give scope to

claim  relief  straightway  from  the  administrative  authorities  as  no

crystallized right as such is involved. The protection of such legitimate

expectation does not require the fulfilment of the expectation where an

overriding public interest  requires otherwise. In other words, where a

person's  legitimate  expectation  is  not  fulfilled  by  taking  a  particular

decision then decision maker should justify the denial of such expectation

by showing some overriding public interest.”
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"The law must satisfy  the requirements  of  the Constitution today

taking into account the accrued or acquired rights of the parties

today. The law cannot say, 20 years ago the parties had no rights,

therefore, the requirements of the Constitution will be satisfied if the

law is dated back by 20 years. We are concerned with today's rights

not yesterday's. A legislature cannot legislate today with reference

to a situation that obtained 20 years ago and ignore the march of

events and the constitutional rights accrued in the course of the 20

years.”
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Pending application(s), if any shall be disposed off, accordingly. 
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