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3. Contentions

On behalf of Petitioners

The learned counsel for the petitioners contended that the action of

the  respondent–department  in  denying  them  promotion  while  extending

reservation benefits to their juniors is wholly arbitrary, illegal, and contrary to

the  statutory  framework  governing  promotions  in  the  Haryana  Health

Department. It is submitted that the Haryana Health Department Subordinate

Offices  Ministerial  Staff  (Group-C)  Service  Rules,  1997  and  the  Group-B

Service  Rules,  1982,  which  regulate  promotions  to  the  posts  of  Deputy

Superintendent  and Superintendent,  contain  no  provision  for  reservation in

promotion. In the absence of any such enabling clause, the Department could

not  have  lawfully  implemented  reservation  in  promotion  merely  on  the

strength of judicial observations or executive instructions.
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