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8. The employer being Steel Authority of India, admittedly an authority within

the meaning of Article 12 has thus an obligation to act in terms of the avowed

objective of social and economic justice as enshrined in the Constitution but

has the authority in the facts of the matters under consideration acted like a

model and an ideal employer. It is in this factual backdrop, the issue needs an

answer as to whether we have been able to obtain the benefit of constitutional

philosophy of social and economic justice or not. Have the lofty ideals which

the founding fathers placed before us any effect in our daily life $ the answer

cannot however but be in the negative $ what happens to the constitutional

philosophy as is available in the Constitution itself, which we ourselves have so

fondly conferred on to ourselves. The socialistic pattern of society as envisaged

in the Constitution has to be attributed its full meaning. A person dies while

taking the wife to a hospital and the cry of the lady for bare subsistence would

go unheeded on certain technicality. The bread earner is no longer available

and prayer for compassionate appointment would be denied, as "it is likely toSHAM SUNDER
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open a Pandora's Box" $ This is the resultant effect of our entry into the new

millennium. Can the law Courts be a mute spectator in the matter of denial of

such a relief to the horrendous sufferings of an employee's family by reason of

the death of the bread$earner.   
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All pending cases of ex$gratia assistance shall be covered under the new

rules. The calculation of the period and payment shall be made to such

cases from the date of notification of these rules. However, the families

will have the option to opt for the lump sum ex$gratia grant provided in

the Rules,  2003  or  2005,  as  the  case  may be,  in  lieu of  the  monthly

financial  assistance  provided  under  the  Haryana  Compassionate

Assistance  to  the  Dependent  of  the  Deceased  Government  Employees

Rules, 2006
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10. The Supreme Court in the case of S.N. Mukherjee v. Union of India

[(1990)  4  SCC  594],  while  referring  to  the  practice  adopted  and

insistence  placed  by  the  Courts  in  United  States,  emphasised  the

importance of recording of reasons for decisions by the administrative

authorities  and  tribunals.  It  said  "administrative  process  will  best  be

vindicated by clarity in its exercise". To enable the Courts to exercise the

power of review in consonance with settled principles, the authorities are

advised of the considerations underlining the action under review. This

Court with approval stated:$

"the orderly ing of the process of review requires that the grounds

upon which the administrative agency acted be clearly disclosed

and adequately sustained."
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