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���		 		 The Hon'ble Supreme Court in the matter of Pramod Kumar 

Mishra Vs. State of UP (2023) 9 SCC 810, observed that punishment must 

not be viewed as an act of vengeance but as a means of reformation and 

reintegration of the offender into society. It was further held that an 

appropriate sentence must be determined by considering a range of factors, 

including the nature and circumstances of the offence, the offender’s 

background, age, mental and emotional condition, potential for rehabilitation, 
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prior criminal record, and the deterrent needs of the community. Sentencing, 

the Court noted, involves a delicate exercise of judicial discretion where 

multiple social, psychological, and moral factors must be balanced to ensure 

that justice serves both societal protection and individual redemption.	

���	 	 ���'��&	�$�	�"������%	'���-�'*��	��	���%+	the instant case at hand 

is yet another where interest of justice would warrant a reformative approach 

in precedence to a punitive or retributive approach. It is not the function of the 

judges to seek the transformation of human nature itself, but rather to shape 

the framework within which individuals perceive that adherence to the law 

aligns with their own best interests.			
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