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10.  A nine judge bench of the Supreme Court of the United States, in 

Dennis Councle McGautha v. State of California reported as 402 U.S. 183 

(1971), observed that the criteria governing sentencing neither furnish an 

exhaustive list of relevant considerations nor indicate how various 

circumstances should influence the decision-making process. In essence, 

these standards merely suggest broad areas for consideration and underscore 

the inherent difficulty in formulating uniform sentencing principles, 

particularly in matters of grave offences. The Court further cautioned against 
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rigidly prescribing or mandating uniform standards for sentencing, 

emphasizing that the principles governing punishment must depend upon the 

facts and circumstances of each individual case, and that no straightjacket 

formula can be universally applied. 
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15.  The Court is of the opinion that sufficient mitigating 

circumstances exist in the present case and the same call for interference and 

modification in the sentence.  
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