W.P(MD)No.31502 of 2025

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT
DATED : 18.11.2025
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE G.R.SWAMINATHAN
W.P(MD)No0.31502 of 2025
Kannan ... Petitioner
Vs.

1.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Department,
Nungambakkam,
Chennai-600 034.

2.The Joint Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Department,
Palayamkottai,
Tirunelveli District-627 002.

3.The Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli District-627 011.

4.The Inspector of Police,
Pettai Police Station,
Pettai, Tirunelveli District.

5.The Tahsildar,
Tahsildar Office,
Tirunelveli Town,
Tirunelveli District.

6.A.Mariappan ... Respondents
(RS & R6 are impleaded vide order dated 07.11.2025 in W.M.P.(MD)
No0.24977 of 2025 in W.P.(MD)No0.31502 by GRS)J)
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W.P(MD)No.31502 of 2025

Prayer : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India,
praying this Court to issue a Writ of Mandamus, to direct the Respondent No.1
to 2 give for permission conducting Mandala Poojas at Arulmigu Kombu
Madasamy Temple, situated at Pettai, Tirunelveli City, which are scheduled to
be held on 05.11.2025 to 25.11.2025 (21 Days) based on the Petitioner's
representations dated 28.10.2025.

For Petitioner : Mr.R.Balakrishnan
for S.Kasirajan

For Respondents : Mr.G.Suriya Ananth
Additional Government Pleader
for R1, R2 & RS

: Mr.Aayiram K.Selvakumar
for R6

: Mr.A.Albert James
Government Advocate
for R3 & R4

ORDER

Heard both sides.

2. The petitioner seeks permission to conduct mandala poojai at the

petition mentioned temple from 05.11.2025 to 25.11.2025.
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W.P(MD)No.31502 of 2025

3. This 1s strongly contested by the private respondents. Admittedly, the
petitioner has not been recognized as trustee. He is also not the poojari of the
temple. In these circumstances, it is only the trustee who is in charge of the
temple, can take a decision. It is submitted that one Thiagarajan had already
filed O.A before the Joint Commissioner, HR & CE Department, Palayamkottai,
Tirunelveli, seeking trial of the administration. The second respondent is
directed to dispose of OA within six months. The petitioner can also be
examined as witness in the said OA. Independently, the petitioner is also given
permission to file O.A under Section 63(e) of the HR & CE Act for establishing
any of his rights such as performing pooja. If any such OA is filed, it shall be
numbered immediately and it will be disposed of within six months after
putting all the interested persons on notice. The writ petition is disposed of

accordingly. No costs.
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G.R.SWAMINATHAN, J.

rmi

To

1.The Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Department,
Nungambakkam,
Chennai-600 034.

2.The Joint Commissioner,
Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Department,
Palayamkottai,
Tirunelveli District-627 002.

3.The Deputy Superintendent of Police,
Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli District-627 011.

4.The Inspector of Police,

Pettai Police Station,
Pettai, Tirunelveli District.

5.The Tahsildar,
Tahsildar Office,
Tirunelveli Town,
Tirunelveli District.
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