WP No. 50702 of 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED: 29-12-2025
CORAM
THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE V. LAKSHMINARAYANAN

WP No. 50702 of 2025
and
W.M.P.No0s.56780 & 56782 of 2025

1. M/S VENKATESH COKE AND
POWER Limited

Represented by its authorized Signatory
Mr. Sethu Madhavan 6296 A/D-1
chandrawal Road

New Delhi 110 007

Petitioner(s)
Vs

1. Government Of India

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Department
of commerce, SEZ Section, Represetned by
Additional Secretary to the government,

Vanijya Bhawan, new Delhi 110 011

2.The Secretary to Government
Industries, Investment promotion and Commerce
Department, Secretairat, chennai 600 009

3.The Special Secretary to government

Public works Department, Secretairat,
Chennai 600 009

4.The Secretary to Government
Water Resources Department, Secretairat,
Chennai 600 009

5.The District Collector
first Floor, Collectorate, thiruvallur 602001

6.The District Revenue officer
Master Plan complex, NH205, Thiruvallur 602001
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7.The Revenue Divisional officer
JN road, Thiruvallur 602 001

8.The Tahsildar
Ponneri Taluk, Ponneri, thiruvallur District

9.The Chief Engineer
Water Resources Department, Chennai Zone,
Chepauk, Chennai 600 005

10.The Exective Engineer
Araniyar Basin Division, Water Resource
Department, Chennai 600 005

11.NDR Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.,
Nandiambakkam Port Road, nandiambakakm,
Ponneri taluk thiruvallur Distrct,

Chennai 600 120

Respondent(s)

PRAYER

Call for the records pertaining to the Impugned order dated 26.07.2025 passed
by the 5th Respondent in the case proceedings in Na.Ka. no 2090647 of 2024
and the No Objection letter dated 15.05.2018 issued by the 9th Respondent
along with the subsequent proceedings, and set aside the same with a
consequential direction to the 2nd to 10th Respondents to not permit any
construction of any structure or laying of road over the water channels, at
Survey No 1/1 and 2/4 at Athipattu Village, and to remove the stones already
erected in and around the said water channels, and restore the water channels to
its original levels, enabling the Petitioner to maintain the natural contour of the

said water channel without any disturbance.

For Petitioner(s): M/s.Inthu Karunakaran

For Respondent(s): Mr.P.Gurunathan
Additional Government Pleader
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ORDER
By consent of both the counsels, this writ petition is taken up for final

disposal.

2.1 heard Ms.Inthu Karunakaran for the petitioner and Mr.P.Gurunathan,

Additional Government Pleader for the respondents.

3.The petitioner is the owner of vast extent of lands situated in Athipattu
Village, Ponneri Taluk, Thiruvallur District. The petitioner has obtained
necessary approvals from the Union of India to establish a Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) for its land. The Special Economic Zone is to cater to the needs of
Free Trade Warehousing (FTWZ). In the holdings and abutting the holdings of
the petitioner, water channels are situated. In particular, a channel is said to run

through Survey No.1/1 and 2/4 of Athipattu Village.

4.The grievance of the petitioner is that the 6™ respondent namely, the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thiruvallur, is constructing RCC Box with cut-and-
cover (Two Vent) culvert, over the aforesaid channel. This petitioner submits the
order permitting such constructions amounts to encroaching on water body and
that the No Objection Certificate granted for this purpose requires to be
quashed. The petitioner relies upon an earlier order passed by this Court in

W.P.No.14127 of 2019, dated 08.05.2019. In the said writ petition, a Division
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Bench of this Court directed that it is the duty of the respondents 1 to 5 therein
to see that no water channel is affected. The petitioner states despite this clear
and specific direction, the respondents are proceeding to encroach upon the

water channel.

5.When the matter was called, Mr.P.Gurunathan, Additional Government
Pleader produced a copy of the proceedings of the Executive Engineer, WRD,
Araniyar Basin Division, Chepauk, Chennai — 600 005, dated 21.11.2025. He
states that the Revenue Divisional Officer is not constructing any RCC Box
with cut and cover (Two Vent) culvert over the water channel and that the
channel remains as it is. The instructions given to the Additional Government

Pleader is scanned and extracted hereunder:-
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From

Er.G.Karthigeyan, M.Tech,, M.LE., The Spacial Go
Executive Engineer, WRD, Han'ble High
Arpndyar Basin Divisian,

Chepauk, Chennal - 600 005,

Sir,
Sub:

GOVERNMENT OF TﬁHILHADu
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Ta

Chennpi =

Lr, No. / F - Court Case / 2025 / Dated: 21.11.20325,

The directions of the Honble High court of Madras order dabed
08.05.2019 for W.P.No 14127 /2019 filed by M/s.Venkatesh Coke
& Power Limited represented by its Joint Managing Director, Mr,
Ravl Agarwal, 6296 A/D-1, Chandrawal Road, New Deihl - 110 007 -
Seeking to lssue of a Writ of Mandamus diretting respondents 1 to 5

to

ke appropriate action and ensure that no road & lsld or

constructed over the water channels comprisad In Survay Nos,1/1 and
2/4 in Athipattu Village - Comptlance report submission- Reg.

i}

2}

3)

4)

5)

&)

7

The Petitioner M/s. Venkatesh Coke & Power Limited represented
by its Joint Managing Director, Mr. Ravl Agarwal, 6296 A/D-1,
Chandrawal Road, New Delhi - 110 007 fited In Hen'ble High Caurt
of Madras of W.P.No.14127 / 2019,

The Hon'ble High court of Madras issued the direction dated
08.05.2019,

The District Revenue Officer, District Collector Office, Thiruvallur
LrNo. 15666 / 2017 { a2 / DE:.14.07.2017,

The Chief Engineer, WRD, Channal Reglon, Chepauk, Channal-600
005. Lr.No. 1492 / Gges (3) [ Geaphfesbindad Rgmms NOA /
2017 / marv,15.05.2018,

The Executive Engineer, WRD, Araniyar Basin Divislon, Chipouk,
Chennai-5 Agreement dated: 29.08.2018,

The Assistant Executive Engineer, Araniyar Basin Subdiviglon,
Ponnerl letter no. 550 / AEE / 2024 / F-38 doted: 16,00.2024,

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Pornerl Lr.No. Wa.ka.No, 104 !
2024 / AL /] 23.12,2024,
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B) The Tahsildar, Ponneri Lr.No. Na.Ka.No. 942 / 2024 / a2 | dateg:
21.12.2024. |

%) The Firka Lavel Surveyor, Minjur report dated:17.12.2024.

10) The District Revenue Officer, District Collector Office, Thiruaiy,
Lr.No. sk, 2050647 / 2024 | 45,3 ok, 28.04. 20325,

11) The Assistant Executive Engineer, Aranlyar Basin Subdbvisian,
Ponner Lr. No. [ F - Court Case / 2025 / Dated: 05.05.2025 g
19.06.2025.

12) Requisition letter for NOC cancedlation submitted by M/s. NOR
Infrastructure Private Umited, Nandlambakkam Port Rizad,
Nandiambakkam, Ponner Taluk, Thiruwaliur District, Chennai -

B00120, Lr No: NIl Dated:03,11,2025
AREEEREREEE

The petitioner M/5. Venkatesh Coke & Power Limited represented
by Rts Joint Managing Director, Mr. Ravi Agarwal, 6296 A/D-1, Chandrawal
Road, New Delhi - 110 007 filed W.P.No 14127/2019 vs the following
Eespondents befiore the Hon'ble High court of Madras,

Respondents:

1. The District Coflectar,
First Floor; Collectorate,
Thiruvallur = 602 D01,
2.The Tahsildar,
Panner Taluk,
Ponneri, Thiruvallur District.
1.The Revenue Divisional Officer,
I Road, Thiruvaliur - 602001,
4.The District Revenue Officer,
Master Plan Compiex, NH 205,
Thiruvalher - 602001,

5.The Special Secretary to Governrent,
TNPWD, Secretariat (Sth Fior),
Channal - 600004,

6. M/5.NDR Infrastructure Pyt Ltd,,
represented by Its director,
Nandiambakkam Port Road,
Nandiambakiam, Ponner Taluk,
Thiruvadlur District, Chennal - 600120.
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Prayer of the Petitloner:

' The Petitioner Is the cwner of the lands comprised In Survey Nos, 1/2;
2/2, 2041, 23/3 and 23/4 slusted In Athlpatbu Village, The Petifoner had
been granted formal approval by the Special Econamic Zones {SEZ) in the
meeking held on 03.07.2017 for the development of 3 Free Trade
Warehousing Zone under the Speclal Economic Zones Act, 2005. The
Government had alse recommended the sald project vide s fetter dated
06.03.2017. Further, the District Callector, Tlruvaliur, In proceedings dated
74.02.2017, had observed that the water-catchment sross and water
channels should not be affected during the development of the project and
that a ™No Objection Certificate® must be obmined from the Public Waorks
Department.

The grievance of the Petitioner Is that thix sixth respondent was lllegally
laying @ road in the Petioner's land and also over the designated water
channals in the above-mentoned survey numbers. The Petitionar had
submitted & representation to respondents 1 to 5 In this regard, Since no
action had been taken on the said representation, the Petitioner has
approached this Hon'ble Court with the presant Writ Petition.

The Petitioner has filed this Writ Petition before the Hon'ble High Court
of Mardras seeking issuance of 8 Writ of Mandamus directing raﬁpnn-:l:nls L 1]
5 to take @ppropriate action and ensure that no road 08 laid or constrckes ;
over the waker channels comprised In Survey Nos. 1/1 and 2/4 in Athigatiu ]
Viilage, and to further take steps to restore the said water channels. :

Direction of the Hon'ble High Court of Madras:

The Hon'ble High Court of Madras, by order dated 08.05,2019, directed
respondents 1 to 5 to consider the representation submitted by the
petitioner, after atfording an opportunity of hearing to the 6th respondent
and other persons who are likely to be affected, and to pass prders o ments
and In accordance with law within a perlod of elght weeks from the date of
recelpt of & copy of the order, The Court further made [t clear that it Is the
duty of respondants 1 to 5 to ensure that no water channel s
affectad.

https://lwww.mhc.tn.gov.in/judis



WP No. 50702 of 2025

"E

[

Compliance Report: ¥

The petitioner had fiied this Writ Petition before the Hon'bie High Court *s6
of Madras stating that a rosd was laid In the water channel in Survey Nos,
1/1 and 2/4 of Athipatty Village, Ponner Taluk, Thiruvallur District, by the
Gth respondent.

With reference to the letter third clted above, the District Revenue
Officer, OMice of the District Collector, Thiruvaltur, had sought remarks
regarding the construction of an RCC Beox Cut-and-Cover (Two Vent) culvert
in the sald channel and its proposed use as an afternate road, as reguested
by the 6th respondent for accessing their fands in Survay Mos, 159, 161 and
162 of Nandiambakkam Willage, and Survey Nos. 2f3; 5, 6,7 and B of
Athipattu Village, Panneri Taluk, Thiruvallur District. It I8 humbly submitted
that the site was Inspected and temporary permission was granted for the
construction of the RCC Box Cut-and-Cover (Two Vent) culvert to the &th
respondent vide the reference fourth dted, Based on the sald No Objaction
Certificate, an agreement was executed between the Ewecutive Engineer,
WRD, Araniyar Basin Division, Chepaulk, Chennal-5, with the 6th respondent
with specific terms and conditions, At present, the channel and the adjacent
lands are filled with water, snd the RCC Box Cut-and- CB'-I!! r (Two 'iI'EﬂtJ
culvert, a5 per the agreement, has not yet been constructed. "

In respect of the directions of the Hon'ble High Court of Madras in WP,
No. 14127 of 2019 dated 08.05.2019, the channel was inspected by the Meld
engimesrs, and It was fownd mutnnmidmllmnrmﬁﬂrumdhuuwmr
channel. During the in:pa:ﬂun, no defined channel was visible between the
patta lands. Accordingly, A ietter has been duly forwarded to the Tahsilaar,
Ponner, as requested to furnish the current status of the above survey
numbers vide the reference 8 cited. Based on this, the water channsi in
5ul"-f£1vr Nos. 1/1 and 2/4 of Athipattu m;e, Ponner! Taluk, was surveyed by

bﬂund’clfr shmu were flxed w the Water Flnsnm uupmmmt on
21.02.2025. Further, the report furnished by the Firka-Level Surveyor,
Minjur, dated 17.12.2024, confirmed that: “siGa make: 111 whgeb 274
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\ 1 — e T -

wbaﬂdmhumﬁw ShGmy  wanp B Ggbigh
e dm'l'{j' Mcanwhlle thé enquiry conductad by the District Revenue Offlcer,
Distriet Collmctor Offlce, Thiruvailur, vide reference 107 cited, was attendad
by the Assistant Executive Enginesr, WRD, Aranlyar Basin Subdbvision,
Ponner, and the raport was submitted vide reference 117 citad,

Further, it is submitted that the &th respondent has not :-:-nstrul:teﬁ tna RCC
Bow Cut-Bnd-Cover culvert (Two "-.fe'!t}ilﬁr-l:-h: aforesald channel and the
channel remalns in its ariginal condition, TI‘IE ﬁl‘-’ﬂ fEEPIFldEﬂt has fEﬂuEEtEd
the 'l.'.l'ater Resources Department to cancel the Mo Dh]ﬂtltln Et:rhfl‘:ﬂtl!

issued o l:ﬁern, vlue reference 12" clted, steting that It s no fonger required,
Acca—ra-lnaly_ cancellation prun:dums have bean inftiated by the Department,
and the Mo Objection Certificate will be cancelled in acoordance with
departmental terms and conditions.

Based on the sbove, it is humbly submitted that no water channel has
been affected in Survey Nos. 1/1 and 274 of Athipattu Village, and this report
i5 submithed on Behalf of the Sth respondent, confirming that the directlons of
the Hon'ble High Court of Madras In W.P. No, 14127 of 2019 datéd

0B.05, 2018 have baen duly complied with by the authorites concermed.

- Dol -
Execitive Engineer, WRD,
Aroniymr Basin Divisiony

Chepaulk, Channal-5.

Encl:

1. Hon'ble High Court arder dated:08.05.201%.

2. Nno Ghjectan Certificate issued By Water Resources Department.

3. The Firka Level Survayor, Minjur report dated: 171220234,

A. The Tahslidar, Ponner Lr.Ne, Na.Ka.No. 942 j 20324 / A2 [ dated:
21.12. 3024,

5. The Revenue Divisional Officér, Ponnesd Lr.No. Na.ka. Mo 104 f 2024 / A1
{33.12.2024

1. Copy submitted to the Engineer-in-Chiel and Chief Engineer (General),
WRL, Chepauk, Chennal-5 for kind infoemation and neosssary action.

2, Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, WRDO, Chennal Reglon Chepauk,
Chennai-5 Far kind Information and necessary action,

3, Cogy submitted bo the Superintending Englneer, WRD, Palar Basln Circle,
Chegauk, Channai-5 for kind informaton,
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_-‘{-1'.':0'0'# submitted to the District CoHecter, District Colector Offica 4
Thiruvallur for kind information and necessary action. B
Y
r .g,.\'?‘rh-
E‘““‘% anr, WD,
Arankyar n Dlvision,
Chepauk-5.
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6.A perusal of the instructions shows that the department itself has
initiated cancellation proceedings of the No Objection Certificate, which is
impugned in the present writ petition. They have also stated that there is no
proposal to construct anything across the water channel or obstructing it in any
form. The basis of the order passed by the 5™ respondent is the ‘No Objection
Certificate’ granted by the Public Works Department and since that very No
Objection Certificate, as stated above is being cancelled, the foundation of the
order passed by the District Collector also vanishes. Hence, suffice it to record

the instructions dated 21.11.2025 and close the writ petition.

7.Accordingly, the aforesaid instructions are recorded and this Writ
Petition is closed. Consequently, the connected miscellaneous petitions are

closed. No costs.

29-12-2025

krk

Index:Yes/No
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Internet: Yes

Neutral Citation:Yes/No
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To

1.Government Of India

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Department of commerce,
SEZ Section, Represetned by Additional Secretary to the
government, Vanijya Bhawan, new Delhi 110 011

2.The Secretary to Government
Industries, Investment promotion and Commerce Department,
Secretairat, chennai 600 009

3.The Special Secretary to government
Public works Department, Secretairat, Chennai 600 009

4.The Secretary to Government
Water Resources Department, Secretairat,
Chennai 600 009

5.The District Collector
first Floor, Collectorate, thiruvallur 602001

6.The District Revenue officer
Master Plan complex, NH205, Thiruvallur 602001

7.The Revenue Divisional officer
JN road, Thiruvallur 602 001

8.The Tahsildar
Ponneri Taluk, Ponneri, thiruvallur District

9.The Chief Engineer
Water Resources Department, Chennai Zone, Chepauk,
Chennai 600 005

10.The Exective Engineer
Araniyar Basin Division, Water Resource Department, Chennai
600 005

11.NDR Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.,
Nandiambakkam Port Road, nandiambakakm, Ponneri taluk
thiruvallur Distrct, Chennai 600 120
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V.LAKSHMINARAYANAN J.

krk

WP No. 50702 of 2025 and
W.M.P.No0s.56780 & 56782 of 2025
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