
W.P.No.44642 of 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED :  24.11.2025

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE P.B.BALAJI

W.P.No.44642 of 2025

S.K.Ananda Murthy    ... Petitioner 

Vs.

1.The Commissioner,

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,

Nungambakkam, Chennai – 600 034.

2.The Joint Commissioner,

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,

Coimbatore Division,

Dr.Balasundaram Road, Coimbatore – 18.

3.K.M.Dhandapani Mudaliyar

4.R.Natarajan          ... Respondents

Prayer : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India praying to 

issue a Writ of Mandamus, directing the first respondent to dispose the miscellaneous 

petition in AP No.74 of 2019, Application to a vacate the interim order of Status Quo, 

within the time frame fixed by this Hon'ble Court.

 For Petitioner : Mr.E.Ganesh

For R1 & R2 : Mr.K.Karthikeyan

  Government Advocate
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ORDER 

This Writ Petition has been filed  directing the first respondent to dispose 

the miscellaneous petition in AP No.74 of 2019, application to a vacate the interim 

order of Status Quo, within the time frame fixed by this Hon'ble Court.

2.  Heard  Mr.E.Ganesh,  learned  counsel  for  the  petitioner  and 

Mr.K.Karthikeyan, learned Government Advocate for the respondent 1 and 2.

3.  The case of the writ petitioner is that the petitioner and the petitioners' 

community  persons  have  been  traditionally  administrating  four  temples  at 

Naduvacheri Village, Avinashi Taluk, Tiruppur District. The temples are governed by 

the  scheme  framed  by  the  Joint  Commissioner,  Hindu  Religious  and  Charitable 

Endowments Department in OA No.9 of 2004 wherein  according to the petitioner, 

the communities right to administer the four temples have been recognised. However, 

the  respondents  3  and  4  in  the  present  writ  petition  has  filed  an  appeal,  which 

according to the writ  petitioner is  time barred. The said appeal  is  pending in AP 
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No.74 of 2019 before the first respondent. The first respondent also granted an order 

of Status Quo, which is working serious action prejudice to the writ petitioner. The 

writ petitioner has sought for expeditious disposal of the miscellaneous petition filed 

by  the  writ  petitioner  to  vacate  the  interim  order  of  Status  Quo  and seeks  for 

necessary direction in this regard.

4.  The  learned  Government  Advocate,  on  instructions,  submitted  that 

pending the appeal in AP No.74 of 2019  an interim  order of Status Quo has been 

granted  by  the  commissioner,  Hindu  Religious  and  Charitable  Endowments 

Department and the petitioner has, as claimed taken out an application to vacate the 

said interim order of Status Quo. He would further state that the said application to 

vacate the order of status quo shall be taken up on merits and disposed of within a 

period of four weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.
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5. Recording the said submission of the learned Government Advocate, this 

Writ Petition is disposed of,  directing  the first respondent to dispose of the vacate 

stay petition filed by the petitioner within a period of four weeks from the date of 

receipt of a copy of this order. No costs.

24.11.2025
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Internet: Yes/No

Speaking/Non-Speaking order
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To

1.The Commissioner,

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,

Nungambakkam, Chennai – 600 034.

2.The Joint Commissioner,

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Department,
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Coimbatore Division,

Dr.Balasundaram Road, Coimbatore – 18.
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P.  B.  BALAJI, J.  
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