Writ Petition N0.40800 of 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 28.10.2025

CORAM

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE N.ANAND VENKATESH

Writ Petition No.40800 of 2025

Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan Health
Charitable And Educational Trust,
Rep. By its Managing Trustee,No.
278g/6¢, Kalyan Nagar, Thuraiyur
Road, Perambalur Town, Taluk and
District, Educational Agency,
Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan College
Of Engineering And Technology
157, Poonjeri Village, ECR,
Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu.

Petitioner
Vs

1. University Grants Commission,
Represented By Its Secretary,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,

New Delhi -110 002.

2.The Registrar,
Anna University, Sardar Patel Road,
Chennai -600 025.

Respondents

Prayer:
Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India

seeking issuance of a Writ of Mandamus, directing the 2nd Respondent
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University to notify the autonomous status granted to the petitioner
college by the 1st respondent University grants Commission Vide Order
in No.F.2-10/2023(AC-Policy) dated 04.09.2024 for a period of ten years
from 2024-2025 to 2033-2034, as per Clause 4.2 of University Grants
Commission (Conferment of Autonomous Colleges) Regulation 2023
forthwith.

For Petitioner : Mr.D.Prabhu Mukunth Arunkumar
For Respondents  : Mr.Rabu Manohar
Central Government Standing Counsel
for R1
Mr.U.Baranidharan
Standing Counsel, for R2

skskokock

ORDER

This writ petition has been filed for issue of a writ of
mandamus directing the second respondent University to notify the
autonomous status granted to the petitioner College by the first
respondent - University Grants Commission within a time frame fixed by
this Court.

2. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner, the learned
Central Government Standing Counsel for the first respondent and the
learned Standing Counsel for the second respondent.

3. The case of the petitioner is that the petitioner College has
been functioning for more than 20 years with appropriate approval from

AICTE and affiliation granted by the second respondent University. The
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college was included in the list of colleges under Section 2(f) the
University Grants Commission Act, 1956 under the head of Non-
Government College teaching upto Master Degrees and Section 12(B) of
UGC Act under the head of Non-Government College teaching upto
Bachelor Degrees by the first respondent vide proceedings dated
02.03.2012 and 27.11.2025 respectively.

4. The petitioner was eligible as per Regulation 6 of the
University Grants Commission (Conferment of Autonomous Status upon
Colleges and Measures for Maintenance of Standards in Autonomous
Colleges) Regulations, 2023 [hereinafter "UGC Regulation 2023"].
Accordingly, the petitioner submitted an application to the first
respondent for conferment of autonomous status from the academic year
2024-2025. The first respondent conferred the autonomous status to the
petitioner - College, through proceedings dated 04.09.2024 for a period of
10 years from 2024-2025 to 2033-2034 as per Clause 7.5 of UGC
Regulation 2023. A direction was also issued to the second respondent
University to issue necessary notification within 30 days regarding the
grant of autonomous status to the petitioner College as per UGC
Regulation 2023.

5. The petitioner College, on receipt of the conferment,
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approached the second respondent through letter dated 09.09.2024 to
notify the petitioner College as autonomous as per the orders of the first
respondent.

6. The grievance of the petitioner is that the second respondent
University has not notified the conferment of autonomous status for more
than a year and it is under these circumstances, the present writ petition
came to be filed.

7. Insofar as the conferment of autonomous status is concerned,
is is a power that has been conferred to UGC and this position of law has
been confirmed by the Apex Court. Apart from that, this Court in a recent
order in W.P.Nos.35, 38 and 39 of 2025 dated 05.02.2025 reiterated the
said position. It was further confirmed in appeal in W.A.No.2514 of 2025
etc., batch dated 02.09.2025. It is brought to the notice of this Court that
the order dated 02.09.2025 of Hon'ble Division Bench has been further
confirmed by Hon'ble Apex Court by dismissing SLP that was filed by
the second respondent on 15.10.2025. In the light of the above, the
second respondent University have to necessarily notify the autonomous
status of the petitioner College which has been pending for more than a
year. Hence, the second respondent is directed to act upon the application

submitted by the petitioner on 09.09.2024 and notify the petitioner
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College conferring autonomous status as per orders of the first
respondent. This process shall be completed by the second respondent
within a period of four weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this
order.

This Writ Petition is disposed of with the above directions.

There shall be no order as to costs.

28.10.2025

Neutral Citation: Yes/No
Index: Yes/no
Speaking Order/Non-Speaking Order

mk

To

1. University Grants Commission,
Represented By Its Secretary,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,

New Delhi -110 002.

2.The Registrar,
Anna University,
Sardar Patel Road,
Chennai -600 025.

N.ANAND VENKATESH, J
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