W.P. No.23040 of 2023

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS

DATED: 12.11.2025

CORAM:

THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE M. DHANDAPANI

W.P. No.23040 of 2023

Arulmighu Ayiram Kathamman Koil Trust Petitioner
Rep. by its President,
Mr. G. Manivel

Vs

1. The Chairman

Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution
Co. Ltd.,

K.R.R. Building, Anna Salai,

Chennai 600 002.

2.The Executive Engineer (O & M)
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board,
Tondiarpet,

Chennai 21 (Upstairs).

3.The Assistant Engineer

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board,

MGR Nagar, Kamarajar Salai,

Manali, Chennai 600 068. Respondents

Prayer : Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India
praying to issue Writ of Mandamus directing the 3™ respondent to cancel the

electricity connection No. 015-003-93 now in the name of Secretary , V.O.C.
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Podhu Nala Trust, Periathoppu, Manali, Chennai — 600 068 and to direct the 3™
respondent to restore the name of the petitioner Trust viz., President of
Arulmighu Ayiram Kathamman Koil Trust Manali, Chennai 68 in electricity
service connection No. 015-003-93.

For Petitioner : Mr.R. Dhamodaran
For Respondents : Mr.L. Jaivenkatesh
Standing Counsel

ORDER

It is stated that the petitioner is the President of Arulmighu Ayiram
Kathamman Koil Trust,Manalai. According to the petitioner, the patta, chitta,
adangal and electricity connection are all standing in the name of the petitioner
trust, vide No.015-003-93 for more than three decades. However, it is the case
of the petitioner that the Secretary of the said Trust has applied for name
transfer of electricity connection standing in the name of the petitioner Trust.
Shockingly, it came to light, that the electricity connection was transferred to
the name of V.O.C. Podhunala Trust, despite their strong protests. ~Thereby
petitioner sent legal notice to the respondents with regard to the above.
However, no response. Therefore, this writ petition has been filed seeking
direction to 3™ respondent to cancel the electricity connection now in the name
of Secretary, V.O.C. Podhunala Trust and to direct the 2™ respondent to restore
the name of the petitioner trust viz., President of Arulmighu Ayiram Kathamman

Koil Trust.
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2. Heard the learned counsel for the petitioner.

3. Learned Standing Counsel appearing for the respondents submitted
that the electricity service connection was transferred in accordance with the
application submitted before the competent authority and based on the records
made available at the relevant point of time. He vehemently argued that the
dispute raised by the petitioner involves rival claims between two Trusts,
namely, Arulmighu Ayiram Kathamman Koil Trust and V.O.C. Podhu Nala
Trust and there were disputed questions involved. However, he further
submitted that the respondents will consider the claim of the petitioner, if the
petitioner submits a representation before the 3™ respondent and therefore, this

Court may issue appropriate directions.

4. This Court has considered the submissions made by the learned

counsel on either side and perused the available records.

5. The dispute in the present writ petition pertains to the transfer of an
electricity service connection. According to the petitioner, the said service
connection standing in their Trust name for several decades was subsequently
transferred to the name of another trust. From the arguments of the learned

Standing Counsel appearing for the respondents, it is clear that there are
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disputed questions involved with regard to the title, which cannot be adjudicated

by invoking powers vested under Article 226 of the Constitution of India.

6. Considering the rival submissions made by the learned counsel on
either side, this Court without expressing any opinion on the merits of the case,
directs the petitioner to submit a fresh representation to the 3™ respondent along
with a copy of this order, within a period of two weeks from the date of receipt
of a copy of this order. On receipt of such representation, the 3™ respondent
shall consider, after affording an opportunity of hearing to the petitioner as well
as the officer bearers of V.O.C. Podhunala Trust and pass orders on merits and
in accordance with law, within a period of eight weeks thereafter.

7. With the aforesaid directions, this writ petition stands disposed of. No

costs.

12.11.2025

Index:Yes/No
Speaking/Non-speaking order
Neutral Citation : Yes/No

vsi2

To

1. The Chairman

Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution
Co. Ltd.,

K.R.R. Building, Anna Salai,

Chennai 600 002.
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2.The Executive Engineer (O & M)
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board,
Tondiarpet,

Chennai 21 (Upstairs).

3.The Assistant Engineer
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board,

MGR Nagar, Kamarajar Salai,
Manali, Chennai 600 068.
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M. DHANDAPANI, J.
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