W.P.NO.5775 OF 2025

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS
DATED : 20.02.2025
CORAM
THE HON'BLE MR.JUSTICE C.V.KARTHIKEYAN

W.P.NO.577S OF 2025

Mrs.R.Malathy Petitioner
VS.

1.Chief Secretary to the Government
Environment and Forests
Chennai — 600 032.

2.0ffice of the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Head of FOREST Force)
Guindy, Chennai — 600 032. Respondents

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of
India praying for a Writ of Mandamus, directing the respondents to

disburse the family pension to the petitioner herein.

For Petitioner : Ms.V.Mahathi Chari

For Respondents : Ms.E.Ranganayaki
Additional Government Pleader
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ORDER

This Writ Petition has been filed in the nature of a
Mandamus seeking a direction against the respondents to disburse the
family pension to the petitioner herein consequent to the death of her
husband R.Ramaswamy who was employed as Forest Watcher and died

on 28.03.2024. The petitioner is a widow and has two children.

2.0n behalf of the respondents, it is contended that the
petitioner had not submitted any representation seeking family pension.
The petitioner must first submit an application, which would then be
examined by the respondents. Upon due consideration and subjective
satisfaction, the respondents would take appropriate action regarding the

disbursement of the family pension.

3.However, in this case, the petitioner has directly
approached this Court without first submitting a representation to the

respondents. Filing a writ petition as the first step is not proper without
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exhausting the primary remedy. Therefore, a direction is issued to the
petitioner to first submit a proper representation to the respondents by
placing on record all necessary documents as required by the
respondents. The respondents shall then consider the application and take
a decision in accordance with the law, preferably within a period of four

weeks from the date of receipt of a copy of this order.

4. The Writ Petition stands disposed of. No costs.

20.02.2025

Index : Yes/ No
Neutral Citation : Yes/ No
Speaking Order : Yes/ No
TK

To

1.Chief Secretary to the Government
Environment and Forests
Chennai — 600 032.

2.0ffice of the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Head of FOREST Force)
Guindy,
Chennai — 600 032.
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C.V.KARTHIKEYAN, J.

TK
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