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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
M. A. No. 321 of 2016

1. Ayodhya Mahto, S/o Hira Lal Mahto, Husband of the deceased/Tara Devi,
R/o Gudhia Tar Basti, P.O. & P.S.-Bermo Dist.-Bokaro, Jharkhand

2. Renu Kumari, Major daughter of the deceased/Tara Devi, R/o Gudhia Tar
Basti, P.O. & P.S.-Bermo Dist.-Bokaro, Jharkhand

... Appellants
Versus
The Union of India through the General Manager, East Cost Railway, P.O.
& P.S.-Bhubneshwar, Bhubneshwar, Orissa .... ... Respondent

For the Appellants  : Mrs. Sunita Ojha, Advocate
For the Respondent : Mrs. Nitu Sinha, C.G.C.

Oral Order
11 / Dated : 25.08.2025

1. The appellants are the claimants in whose favour, award of
compensation has been made in OA Case No. (IIU)/RNC/2014/0022.
The appeal is for enhancement of compensation as the interest has not
been awarded from the date of accident as per the mandate of law under
Section 124 of the Railways Act, 1989.

2. It has been submitted by learned counsel for the appellants that the
compensation on the interest has been awarded from the date of award.

3. Learned counsel for the respondent has defended the impugned order
and submitted that it was the laches on the part of the claimants for the
delay in disposal of the case. Consequently, the interest was not
awarded.

4. The ground on which the interest has been denied is not sustainable and,
accordingly, in view of the ratio laid down by the Hon’ble Apex Court in
AIR 2018 SC 2362 (Union of India Vs. Rina Devi), the interest at the
rate of 7.5% from the date of accident, 1s allowed.

This Misc. Appeal stands disposed of.
Pending I.A., if any, also stands disposed of.

(Gautam Kumar Choudhary, J.)
AKT/Satendra



