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                                           WPA 19946 of  2025                                                           
            Rabilal Tudu & Ors.    

                Vs. 
                                                  The State of West Bengal & Ors.   

   
           

                                                

Mr. Kaustabh Banerjee    
…for the Petitioner 

Mr. Sayak Ranjan Ganguly,   
Ms. Srijani Ghosh,  
Ms. Indrani Majumdar 

                                      …for DVC 
  Mr. Mainak Ganguly,  
Mr. Siddharth Shroff 

…for Respondent Nos. 16 & 17 
 

 

By filing this writ petition, the petitioners inter alia seek 

compensation for drawing of high-tension electric lines over 

their land. 

It appears that Respondent Nos. 16 and 17 approached 

this Court by filing WPA No. 29463 of 2024, alleging that they 

were not permitted to install towers necessary for obtaining 

an electricity connection for their steel plant. The said writ 

petition was disposed of by this Court with the following 

directions: 

“I am of the opinion that no valid objection can 
be raised against the drawal of any high-tension 
line. Pursuant to Section 164 of the Electricity 

Act, 2003, the licensee company is granted with 
the powers of the Telegraph Authority conferred 
under the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, to 

undertake such activities.  
The legal position regarding the drawal of high-

tension electricity lines has also been clarified by 
the Hon’ble Supreme Court in the judgment cited 
by Mr. Kar reported at (2017) 5 SCC 143 (Power 

Grid Corporation of India Limited v. Century 
Textiles and Industries Limited).  
There can be no objection from any person 

regarding the drawal of the high-tension line, 
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when no one’s land is being 2 acquired or 
utilized. One may be entitled to compensation if 
the installation of such a high-tension line 

causes any damage to his property.  
In the circumstances of this case, I hereby direct 

the District Magistrate, Purulia, and the 
Superintendent of Police, Purulia, to provide all 
necessary assistance and protection to the 

petitioners in the construction of towers nos. 4 
and 5 and for the drawal of the high-tension line 
for the purpose of effecting the electricity 

connection through the said towers.  
The cost of police assistance shall be borne by 

the petitioners.  
With these directions, W.P.A 29463 of 2024 is 
disposed of.” 

 

Learned counsel appearing on behalf of Respondent 

Nos. 16 and 17 submits that the requisite number of towers 

have now been installed with assistance from the local 

administration. The process of laying the overhead cables is 

currently underway.  

The issue regarding compensation was also addressed 

by this Court while disposing of the writ petition on June 9, 

2025. The petitioners’ right to claim compensation arises only 

if the installation of the high-tension lines causes damage to 

their property. 

No claim regarding damage to the petitioners’ property 

has been pleaded in the present writ petition. Therefore, this 

petition cannot be entertained on its merits. 

However, should the petitioners consider themselves 

entitled to compensation for the installation of the electricity 

lines at the steel plant of Respondent Nos. 16 and 17, the 
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dismissal of this writ petition shall not preclude them from 

approaching the appropriate authority in accordance with 

law. 

Accordingly, WPA 19946 of 2025 stands disposed of. 

       Urgent certified website copies of this order, if 

applied for, be made available to the parties upon 

compliance with the requisite formalities.   

  

                 (Kausik Chanda, J.) 

 


