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IN THE HIGH COURT AT CALCUTTA
CONSTITUTIONAL WRIT JURISDICTION

Appellate Side
WPA 5445 of 2025

Kabita Mandal
Vs.
The State of West Bengal & Ors.

Mr. Kousik Gupta, Sr. Adv.,
Mr. Aniket Mitra,

Ms. Atindriya Chakraborty,
Mr. Santanu Chakraborty.

...For the Petitioner.
Mr. Biswabrata Basu Mallick, Ld. AGP,

Mr. Biman Halder.
...For the State.

1. Affidavit of service filed in Court today is taken on

record.

. The issue in the writ petition relates to ex gratia grant to

the victims or legal heirs of the victims of depredation
caused by wild animals in terms of the order of the
Forest Department published vide memo

1/123199/2021 dated 2¢th February, 2021.

. The issue in question has been decided by the Court in

the judgment dated April 9, 2025 in WPA 21596 of
2024 in the matter of Binarani Mandal Vs. The State

of West Bengal & Ors.

. The facts of this case are similar to the facts of the

matter of Binarani Mandal (supra) with the only
difference that in the instant case, the body of the victim
could not be traced out as the same was carried away by

the tiger.

. The report of the police dated 18t May, 2017 mentions

that the incident took place inside Sundarban Tiger



Reserve as per report of the Range Officer, Sajnekhali
Wildlife Sanctuary Range and it is clearly mentioned that
Dhananjay Mandal husband of the petitioner died due to
tiger attack on 13t August, 2016.

6. As per the scheme, compensation can be paid subject to
the certification regarding cause of death from the
appropriate authority. In the facts and circumstances of
the instant case, the statement of the police has to be
taken into consideration and the authority ought to act
relying on the same.

7. In view of the above, the petitioner in the instant case
would be entitled to the same relief as granted by the
Court in the matter of Binarani Mandal (supra).

8. Hence, the instant writ petition is disposed of by
directing the Conservator of Forests and Field Director
being the respondent no. 2 herein to pay compensation
to the heirs of the deceased, Dhananjay Mandal in
accordance with the order passed by the Deputy
Secretary, Government of West Bengal, Department of
Forests vide memo no. 1/123199/2021 dated 26th
February, 2021 at the earliest but positively within a
period of eight weeks from the date of communication of
this order.

9. The writ petition stands disposed of.

10. Urgent photostat certified copy of this order, if applied
for, be supplied to the parties upon compliance of all the
requisite formalities.

(Amrita Sinha, J.)



