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. The order passed by the Engineer & Ship Surveyor cum

DDG (Tech) dated 23rd May, 2025 is placed before this

Court.

. The authority has opined that the Document of

Compliance issued by the Director General of Shipping
to the petitioners stands invalid. The petitioners are

aggrieved by the same.

. The speaking order mentions about the appellate forum

under Section 13 of Merchant Shipping Notice 9 of 2014
before the Director General of Shipping, Government of

India.

. It will be open for the petitioners to apply before the

appellate authority in accordance with law.

. The submission of the petitioners with regard to

paragraph seven of the order dated 20t May, 2025

directing the Director of Shipping to take a decision in



the matter is considered by the Court. It appears that
the speaking order has not been passed by the Director
of Shipping, as directed by the Court, but has been
passed by the Engineer & Ship Surveyor cum DDG
(Tech). The speaking order mentions that the Director
General of Shipping is the appellate authority.

6. On the day the order was passed, it was not pointed out
before the Court that the Director General of Shipping is
the appellate authority for which the Court passed
direction upon the Director of Shipping to pass the
reasoned order. As it appears that the speaking order
has been passed by the competent authority and the
Director of Shipping is the appellate authority,
accordingly, the Court is not inclined to interfere with
the speaking order placed in Court today.

7.1t will be open for the petitioners to prefer appeal in
accordance with law.

8. It is made clear that the Court has not entered into the
merits of the speaking order and it will be open for the
petitioners to raise all issues before the appellate
authority.

9. The writ petition and the connected application stands
disposed of.

10. Urgent photostat certified copy of this order, if applied
for, be supplied to the parties upon compliance of all

requisite formalities.

(Amrita Sinha, J.)



