IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT PATNA
Civil Writ Jurisdiction Case No0.1692 of 2024

Ram Naresh Mandal Son of Subh Narayan Mandal, Resident of Village-
Mohanpur, Ward No.-09, Now Ward No.-33, P.O.-Bariyarpur, P.S.and District
-Sitamarhi.

...... Petitioner/s
Versus

1. The State of Bihar Through the Secretary, Agriculture Department, New
Secretariate, Government of Bihar, Patna.

2. The Director, Agriculture Department, New Secretariate, Government of
Bihar, Patna.

3 The Commissioner, Tirhut Division, Muzaffarpur.

4.  The District Magistrate, Muzaffarpur.

5. The District Agriculture Officer, Muzaffarpur.

6. The Additional Collector, Muzaffarpur.

7. The Senior District Accountant Officer, Muzaffarpur.

8 The Accountant General, Bir Chandra Patel Path, Bihar, Patna.
9.  The Block Development Officer, Gayghat Block, Muzaffarpur.
10. The Block Agriculture Officer, Gayghat Block, Muzaffarpur.

...... Respondent/s
Appearance :
For the Petitioner/s : Mr. Surya Kant Mishra, Advocate
For the Respondent/s  : Mr. Vishwa Ranjan Choudhary, AC to GP-24
For the AG : Ms. Nivedita Nirvikar, Sr. Advocate

CORAM: HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE HARISH KUMAR
ORAL ORDER

2 16-01-2025 Heard the parties.
2. The petitioner has invoked the jurisdiction of this
Court seeking a direction upon the respondents concerned to
extend the statutory interest for the delayed payment of post
retiral dues of the petitioner. It is the contention of the petitioner
that despite his superannuation from the post of Block

Agriculture Officer, Gayghat, Muzzafarpur w.e.f. 31.12.2019 he
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has been extended the benefit of Group Insurance as well as
gratuity after delay of more than three years.

3. Drawing the attention of this Court to Annexure
P/10, an order passed by the District Public Grievance Redressal
Authority, i1t is vehemently contended that the aforesaid
authority after deliberation of the matter has observed that the
delay has occurred on account of Establishment Assistant.

4. The petitioner also approached the District
Magistrate as well as the Commissioner, Tirhut Division,
Muzzafarpur for redressal of his grievances and extending the
statutory interest over the delayed payment but the same has not
been done.

5. A counter affidavit has been filed on behalf of the
respondent nos. 1 and 2.

6. The Director Agriculture, Bihar, Patna vide his
letter no. 147 dated 22.02.2024 has intimated the District
Magistrate, Muzzafarpur and the B.D.O. Gayghat, Muzzafarpur
to consider the grievance of the petitioner, but neither the
representation of the petitioner has been disposed off nor any
counter affidavit is on record on their behalf.

7. Let the District Magistrate, Muzaffarpur consider

the representation of the petitioner and pass a reasoned and
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speaking order preferably within a period of 12 weeks from the
date of receipt/production of a copy of this order.

8. Suffice it to observe that in case, the claim of the
petitioner for interest over the delayed payment finds favour,
necessary payment shall be made within the period stipulated.

9. Accordingly, the present writ petition stands

disposed off with the aforesaid direction.

(Harish Kumar, J)

Harshita/-

U




