203 IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA
AT CHANDIGARH

CRM-M-65550-2024
DECIDED ON: 30.12.2024

SARABJIT SINGH .....PETITIONER
VERSUS

STATE OF PUNJAB @ .. RESPONDENT
CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE VIKRAM AGGARWAL.

Present: Ms. Ramandeep Kaur, Advocate for the petitioner
(through Video Conferencing).

Mr. Brijesh, AAG, Punjab.

VIKRAM AGGARWAL, J (ORAL)

1. Prayer in the present petition moved under Section 483 of the
Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (for short ‘B.N.S.S.”) is for the
grant of regular bail to the petitioner in case FIR No.01 dated 03.01.2024
registered under Sections 120-B, 363 and 366 IPC at Police Station
Fatehgarh Churian, District Batala.

2. The allegation is that on 25.12.2023, the victim aged about 17
years (as stated in the complaint on the basis of which, the FIR was
registered) went missing from home upon having been enticed away by the
present petitioner.

3. Learned counsel for the petitioner submits that the petitioner has
been falsely implicated. She submits that in fact, the petitioner and the
alleged victim had filed a protection petition before this Court i.e.
CRWP No.655 of 2024 which was decided by this Court on 23.01.2024 and a
direction was issued to the Superintendent of Police, Gurdaspur to look into
the representation dated 15.01.2024 submitted by the petitioner and the
alleged victim. She further submits that in the statement recorded under
Section 164 Cr.P.C., it was clearly stated by the victim that she had run away

from her house with her only freewill and that she had performed marriage.

PRINCE CHAWLA
2024.12.30 15:06

I attest to the accuracy and
integrity of this document



PR ... - o
2L PHHC 172456 diEheadi

ST
TER R

P e o

CRM-M-65550-2024 -2-

0]

Learned counsel further submits that the petitioner was arrested on
28.09.2024 and is in custody since then; final report under Section 173
Cr.P.C. has already been submitted; trial will still take a sufficiently long time
and, therefore, no useful purpose would be served by keeping the petitioner
in custody any longer.

4. Per contra, learned counsel representing the State of Punjab
submits that if the petitioner is released on bail, he may try to influence and
threaten the witnesses and may also abscond.

5. Having considered the submissions made by learned counsel for
the parties, this Court is of the considered opinion that the petitioner deserves
to be released on bail. As per the custody certificate filed in the Court today,
the petitioner is in custody for the last 03 months. Final report under Section
173 Cr.P.C. has already been submitted and trial is likely to take some time.
No useful purpose would be served by keeping the petitioner in custody any
longer.

6. In view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, without
expressing any opinion on the merits of the case, the present petition is
allowed. The petitioner is ordered to be released on regular bail on his
furnishing bail/surety bonds to the satisfaction of the concerned trial

Court/Chief Judicial Magistrate/Duty Magistrate.

(VIKRAM AGGARWAL)
30.12.2024 JUDGE

Prince Chawla

Whether speaking/reasoned  Yes/No
Whether reportable Yes/No
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