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101 IN THE HIGH COURT OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA
AT CHANDIGARH

CRM-M-45616-2024
Date of decision: 13.09.2024

Aakash Pandit @ Akki and another ....Petitioners
Versus

State of Punjab ...Respondent

CORAM: HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE HARPREET SINGH BRAR

Present: = Mr. Rahul Sharma, Advocate
for the petitioners.

Mr. Sandeep Kumar, DAG, Punjab.

HARPREET SINGH BRAR, J. (ORAL)

The present petition has been filed under Section 482 of BNSS,
2023 seeking anticipatory bail in case bearing FIR No0.0106 dated 10.08.2024
under Sections 3/4/5 of Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956, registered at
Police Station Model Town, District Police Commissionerate Ludhiana
(Annexure P-1).

Learned counsel for the petitioners inter alia contends that the
petitioners have set up a spa centre after obtaining license from the competent
authority and they are the owner of one more spa centre which they are running
for the last 08 years and no complaint whatsoever has ever been made against
them and when the raid was conducted, the petitioners were not present at the
spot and neither any customer was found nor any recovery was made. During
the raid, no illegal activity was detected and the petitioners are having clean
antecedents.

Per contra, the learned State counsel, on instructions from ASI

Ravinder Kumar, opposes the prayer made by learned counsel for the
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petitioners on the ground that custodial interrogation of the petitioners is
required to ascertain the modus operandi in engaging young females and,
thereafter, compelling them to entertain the clients. He further submits that the
statement of five women employees have been recorded under Section 164
Cr.P.C. by the learned jurisdictional Magistrate and all of them has
categorically stated that the petitioners have forced them into the sexual
activities and immoral activities are being conducted in the other spa centre as
well.

Having heard learned counsel for the parties and keeping in view
the nature and gravity of the offence, without commenting further on the merits
of the case lest it may prejudice the case of either parties, the present petition is

hereby dismissed.

(HARPREET SINGH BRAR)
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13.09.2024
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