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Whoever  cheats  and  thereby  dishonestly  induces  the  person

deceived to deliver  any property to  any person,  or  to make,  alter or

destroy the whole or any part of a valuable security, or anything which

is  signed or  sealed,  and which  is  capable  of  being converted  into  a

valuable  security,  shall  be  punished  with  imprisonment  of  either

description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also

be liable to fine.
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“11. It  is  thus  paramount  that in order to attract the provisions of

Section   420 IPC, the prosecution has to not only prove that the accused

has  cheated  someone  but  also  that  by  doing  so,  he  has  dishonestly

induced  the  person  who  is  cheated  to  deliver  property.

There are, thus, three components of this offence, i.e., (i)  the  deception

of any person, (ii) fraudulently or dishonestly inducing that person to

deliver any property to any person, and  (iii)  mens rea or dishonest

intention  of the accused at the time of making the inducement. There  is

no   gainsaid   that   for   the   offence   of   cheating,   fraudulent   and
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dishonest intention must exist from the inception when the promise or

representation was made.”
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