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AJAY GOSWAMI
2024.10.03 18:44
I attest to the accuracy and
authenticity of this order/judgment
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AJAY GOSWAMI
2024.10.03 18:44
I attest to the accuracy and
authenticity of this order/judgment
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I attest to the accuracy and
authenticity of this order/judgment
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I attest to the accuracy and
authenticity of this order/judgment
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��� protracted delay in this case as it is a matter of profound

concern.  The appellant  being a  poor labourer  could not  engage a private

counsel due to lack of resources. The appeal was filed in 2010 through a

legal aid counsel. The learned counsel for the appellant moved an application

for suspension of sentence in 2012 but the same was dismissed vide order

dated 29.11.2012. While the Registry was directed to list the appeal within 6

months, it  is  deeply troubling that no further action was taken. The High

Court  Legal  Services  Committee  also  failed  to  take  appropriate  steps  to

secure a hearing for the release of the appellant. The matter was finally listed

out of turn, on a priority basis, since the appellant was still languishing in

jail. His appeal is finally heard in 2024, after a lapse of 14 years, and has led

to his acquittal, but tragically, by now, he has already served the entirety of

his sentence. This delay has highlighted an unacceptable lapse in securing

the ends of justice which has gravely undermined the appellant's personal

liberty and has shocked the conscience of this Court. Let this matter be put
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up before Hon’ble the Chief Justice for appropriate administrative action, he

may deem necessary, in similar cases. 
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