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� � A two-Judge Bench of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in Kirtikant D. 

Vadodaria v. State of Gujarat (1996) 4 SCC 479, speaking through Justice 

Faizan Uddin, opined as follows: 

“15. ... While dealing with the ambit and scope of the provision 

contained in Section 125 of the Code, it has to be borne in mind 

that the dominant and primary object is to give social justice to the 

woman, child and infirm parents, etc. and to prevent destitution 

and vagrancy by compelling those who can support those who are 

unable to support themselves but have a moral claim for support. 
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The provisions in Section 125 provide a speedy remedy to those 

women, children and destitute parents who are in distress. The 

provisions in Section 125 are intended to achieve this special 

purpose. The dominant purpose behind the benevolent provisions 

contained in Section 125 clearly is that the wife, child and parents 

should not be left in a helpless state of distress, destitution and 

starvation.” 
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