W.P(MD)No.24546 of 2018

BEFORE THE MADURAI BENCH OF MADRAS HIGH COURT

DATED: 26.03.2024

CORAM:

THE HONOURABLE MR.JUSTICE B.PUGALENDHI

W.P(MD)No0.24546 of 2018

Arunachalam ... Petitioner
Vs

The Executive Engineer,

Operation & Maintenance,

Tamil Nadu Electricity Generation and Distribution

Corporation Ltd.,

Pattukkottai,

Thanjavur District. ... Respondent

PRAYER: Writ Petition filed under Article 226 of the Constitution
of India, praying this Court to issue a Writ of Certiorarified
Mandamus, calling for the records relating to the impugned order in
LetterNo.Se.Po/Ei.Pa/Pattu. ThoNuU/Koo.Vivasayam/A.No.3366/18,
dated 22.10.2018 passed by the respondent and quash the same and
consequently the direct the respondent to give Free Electricity
Service Connection for Agricultural purpose to the petitioners deep-
well situate in  S.No.42/12A, at Reghunathapuram Village,
Pattukkottai Taluk, Thanjavur District.
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For Petitioner : Mr.K.K.Arunkumar
For Respondent  : Mr.Nagarjunan

ORDER

The case of the petitioner is that he is having agricultural
property in S.No0.42/12A in Raghunathapuram Village and he has
applied for agricultural electricity service connection in the year
1990 and the respondent Board is also intended to provide service
connection to the petitioner. However, the petitioner has not
submitted his readiness within the stipulated time of 90 days.
Therefore, the service connection could not be effected. According
to the petitioner, this communication has not been sent to the
petitioner. The petitioner has requested to consider his application on
the seniority as that of the year 1990. However, the same has been
rejected by the respondent Board. Therefore, the petitioner has

approached this Court in the year 2018.
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2.The learned Standing Counsel appearing for the
respondent Board submits that this petitioner has failed to avail the
opportunity when he was issued with the notice in the year 2003.
Therefore, as per the Board guidelines, his application cannot be

considered after a period of five years.

3.This court considered the rival submissions made and

also perused the materials placed on record.

4.Admittedly, the petitioner has submitted an application
for agricultural electricity service connection in the year 1990.
However, he has not submitted his readiness and on that ground the
service connection has been denied to this petitioner. The respondent
has taken a stand that the petitioner was issued with a notice in the
year 2003, however, he failed to utilise that opportunity. The
petitioner claims that no such communication has been received by
the petitioner. The respondent has not produced the said

communication or any acknowledgment before this court. The
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petitioner has sought for electricity service connection for

agricultural purpose.

5.In view of the above, this writ petition is disposed of
with a direction to the respondents to consider the case of the
petitioner on the seniority as that of the year 1990 and the petitioner
1s directed to submit his readiness immediately. The respondent shall
effect the agricultural electricity service connection to the petitioner

as expeditiously as possible. No costs.
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To

The Executive Engineer,

Operation & Maintenance,

Tamil Nadu Electricity Generation and Distribution
Corporation Ltd.,

Pattukkottai,

Thanjavur District.
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B.PUGALENDHLI, J.

vim

Order made in
W.P(MD)No0.24546 of 2018

26.03.2024




